
 

Sidney Alfred Wharton  
2nd Lieutenant, 8th Battalion Norfolk Regiment 
 

Sidney Wharton  was born in Bircham Tofts on November 1st, 1895 and baptised 

December 22nd of the same year. (Norfolk Baptisms).  His parents were Arthur (born 

in Thornham in 1868) and Ellen (nee Matthews) born in Gayton in 1864.  They married in 

1894. (Birth, Marriage, Death and Parish Records) 

 

The 1901 Census return shows the family living at High Road, Bircham Tofts.  Arthur 

was a farmer.  By then Sidney had a brother, Hugh, aged four and a sister, Kathleen, 

aged one.  Also recorded on the census for the household are three servants, Ellen 

Linford, Ruth Wadlow and Mabel Dewey. 

 

In the 1911 census return, Sidney and his brother Hugh were still at home and were 

recorded as being at school.  When this census was completed, Kathleen was living in 

her uncle and aunt’s household in Great Bircham.  They were Herbert and Jessie 

Wharton, also farmers, at Church Farm, On the Green, Great Bircham.  (Their son, 

Thomas Henry Wharton, was also killed in action and is also commemorated on the 

village war memorial). 

 

There appears to be no military service record for Sidney Wharton still remaining 

(possibly destroyed when the War Office Record Store was bombed during WWII) but 

the Medal Roll shows that he was a member of the Territorial Force of the Army 

Service Corps, Service Number 1528.  In January 1915, he was commissioned as a 

Temporary 2nd Lieutenant in the 8th Battalion Norfolk Regiment.   This was recorded 

in The London Gazette of January 26th, 1915.  Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

records for Dive Copse Cemetery show that Sidney Wharton was killed in action on July 

1st, 1916  which was the first day of the Battle of the Somme.  This is confirmed by 

information received from the Norfolk Regimental Museum which states that the 8th 

Battalion was in action on that day on the Somme and 2nd Lieutenant Wharton was 

wounded and died in the engagement which captured Montauban during the Battle of 

Albert. In fact, the ground just to the north of Dive Copse Cemetery had been chosen 

for a concentration of field ambulances and became the XV Corps main dressing station 

for the wounded once the offensive began. The first burials in the cemetery were from 

that dressing station.  Plots I and II were filled with burials from these medical units 

between July and September 1916.  Sidney Wharton is buried in Plot II R26.   

 

The Medal Roll shows he was awarded the 1914 Star, the British War Medal and 

Victory Medal. Soldiers Effects Registers reveal that Back Pay of £66.13s.10p and a 

gratuity of £5.0s.0d was paid on September 16th, 1919. 

 


