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Located at Bircham Social Club Carpark - Opening times are as follows: 

Mon 10.45 – 11.30 * Tues 10.45—11.30 * Thurs 10.45—11.30 * Fri 11.30—12.15 

 

It is with regret that we have to announce that Mike Carter and Sylvia Langfield have, for 

personal reasons, left the Council. We thank them both for their hard work, and valuable 

contributions over many years.  

We therefore have two vacancies. If you would like to apply to be on the Council, in the first 

instance send your details and application to the Clerk at the email address below.  

Traffic Speeding. 

The meeting on speeding and traffic took place on Monday 1st November, and was well-

attended. The notes from the meeting are on the PC website, along with the Norfolk County 

Council Speed Management Strategy, which underpins the things that County can do. We have 

heard back from Highways who have proposed several improvements that they can make, and 

the Council has agreed to the improvements and is considering other proposals.  

The Speed-watch group continues to monitor the situation and their reports provide evidence 

for the Police, including encouraging enforceable speed camera visits. Council has also agreed 

to pursue funding for additional speed camera equipment, although there are limits on what 

type can be requested. 

Highway Rangers 

The Village used to have regular visits by the Rangers, a team who dealt with small issues such 

as overgrown paths, signs being obscured etc. The system has changed, and we would 

encourage you to report problems directly to NCC – it avoids delays and allows you to receive 

updates – online: Norfolk.gov.uk or tel: 0344 800 8020. We would request that residents try 

and keep leaves cleared and hedges cut back to help pedestrians. 

Bircham in Bloom 

Bircham in Bloom(ers), a group of residents interested in “brightening the village with plants 

and flowers” have met, and are now putting together a list of sites, priorities and personnel.  

The next meeting is on December 2nd at 9.30am in the Cafe next to the village stores. If you 

would like to join the group please come along.  

Inspection of Village Assets 

Councillors recently walked around the Village looking at Council assets, to ensure they are in 

good and safe condition, and to highlight possible projects. This will help with the budgeting 

process which we are undertaking. Extra dog-bins are a likely inclusion. Dog fouling and a lack 

of bins – have been a regular source of complaints. For information on reporting dog poo and 

what can be done, please visit west-norfolk.gov.uk and search “dog fouling”.  

 

 

 

 



Lynn Road access to Playing Field  

We are working on improving the access to the sports field, and are grateful to Cllr Chenery 

for the offer of help from his County Cllr member fund. 

 

Please note that the Clerk does not have a dedicated phone number at present, so if you 

cannot email (birchamparishcouncil@gmail.com) please post to: 7, Glebe Avenue, Hunstanton, 

PE36 6BS. 

birchamparishcouncil@gmail.com   

www.birchamparishcouncil.wixsite.com/birchamparishcouncil 
 

 

FRIENDS OF BIRCHAM (Banter) 

 2nd DECEMBER, 2021. 2.30pm - 4pm.  

We look forward to seeing you in St. Mary’s Church, Great Bircham, for our monthly get 

together for a cup of tea/coffee and a good chat.  

Sue 

WEATHER in BIRCHAM 

The traditional mix of wind and rain welcomed in the month of October with roughly half the 

rainfall total of 2.9” falling by the 6th along with gale force gusts on the 5th and 6th, although 

thankfully these conditions were short lived so that on the 7th some good sunny periods and a 

southerly wind lifted the temperature to a high of 19.8C, this being followed by a minimum 

overnight figure of 15.0C which was higher than the average daytime maximum for October. 

The warm spell continued until the 10th and, although temperatures then dropped to a “normal” 

level, the weather remained relatively quiet with no substantial rainfall until the 18th when 

another short-lived disturbed spell dispatched gales and some heavy rain on the 20th, this 

producing the wettest day of the month when 0.56” fell.  This latest blast did lift the 

temperature once more though, giving a maximum of 19.1C on the 19th and making it the second 

warmest day before conditions returned to par again. Although cloudy at times we did see 

some autumn sunshine, notably on the 25th and 28th, and no rain was recorded between the 23rd 

and 28th but then on the last day a vigorous depression saw a return of gales with a 

particularly nasty squall and a heavy downpour at noon – we were prepared for November. 

Bryan 
 

AUTUMN FAIR 

ST MARY'S CHURCH  
 

Thank you to everybody who either helped man stalls, Crafters, those on refreshments and 

people who donated, plus all the other people who came to support and make the Fair a great 

success. 

The money raised will go to the upkeep of the Church and Churchyard. 

Sheila 

 

St. MARY’S 100 CLUB DRAW 

Thank you, to all who have supported the 100 Club this year. Due to its sucess we are pleased 

to announce that we will be running it again in 2022. Details are to be found on the enclosed 

leaflet. Good luck! 

John & Sally Lilliweb 

mailto:birchamparishcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:birchamparishcouncil@gmail.com
http://www.birchamparishcouncil.wixsite.com/birchamparishcouncil


 
 

BIRCHAM SOCIAL CLUB: Dates for your diary 
 

Every Wednesday – Short Carpet Bowls (subject to change on occasions when the 

function room is booked). Complete beginners welcome. Mats will be also be left down, 

along with bowls to borrow whenever the club is open and the function room is available. 
 

             Saturday 11th December – Quiz – teams of up to 6. Take your seats by 7.30 

              Friday 17th   December – Christmas Prize Draw (buy your squares at the club bar in 

advance).                                  

             Saturday 18th December – Folk Session – All welcome. 8 for 8.30                                   

             Christmas Eve – Cocktails + Disco.  

             New Year’s Eve - Social Evening with fireworks. Visit club for full details. 

 

             Check Social Club notice board for extra opening sessions over the Christmas period. 

 

              2022             Put June 4th in your diary for a day of celebration. Not only will it                                                                

                                   be the day after the Queen’s Jubilee but also a chance to celebrate the  

                                   Bircham Social Club’s Centenary! 
 

 

STANHOE & BARWICK WI 
 

On Thursday 2nd December, 2pm, our speaker will be Juyna Lewis, with "Spice up your 

Christmas".   

 Our 2022 programme is still under wraps, but be assured that we will have speakers and 

events for your entertainment and enjoyment, with some education to boot! 

 Visitors are most welcome; please contact Valerie (01485 576261) for further details and to 

confirm your attendance.                          

 
       
   MAGPIE CENTRE SEES LAUNCH OF NATIONAL LOTTERY FUND GRANT 

 

It was a red-letter day on Tuesday, November 9, at the Magpie Centre, home of West Norfolk 

Riding for the Disabled Association, when trustees, volunteers and members of the local 

community welcomed Heidi Haxeltine, National Lottery Fund Community Funding Officer, 

Peterborough and Norfolk area, to celebrate the launch of a grant from the National Lottery 

Community Fund. 

The grant, payable in quarterly instalments over three years, is to help develop and expand 

new activities at the Centre, including Equine Assisted Learning Therapy, which benefits 

people living with mental health challenges; training for a new instructor to deliver this 

programme; support for Tea with a Pony, aimed at people with dementia or age-related 

reduced mobility, and a new website for West Norfolk RDA. 

 Colin Perriss, Chairman of WNRDA, and several trustees were on hand to welcome West 

Norfolk Mayor Harry Humphrey, Lady Mayoress Brenda Humphrey, former mayor Geoff 

Hipperson and former mayoress Rose Hipperson, Norfolk Deputy Sheriff James Bagge, plus 



representatives from the Parkinson’s Society, Downham Market Dementia group and social 

prescribers. 

 

After visiting the Sensory Garden, opened by HRH Princess Anne in July, Ms Haxeltine  

enjoyed watching a carriage driving demonstration in the adjacent paddock, followed by a 

riding lesson in the indoor school.. 

She said: ‘This is the first NLF project I’ve been able to visit since the start of the pandemic, 

so it’s been exciting to see the Magpie Centre’s activities, meet the people involved and see at 

first hand the difference the Centre’s activities make to the community.’ 

 
 

2021 JEFF STELLING AND SKY SPORTS MARCH FOR MEN IN AID OF PROSTATE 

CANCER RESEARCH 

On 4 September I completed the above 26.2 miles walk from Millwall FC via Chelsea and 

Queens Park Rangers to Tottenham Hotspur Stadium. The weather was fine for walking and 

the 230 of us completed the distance in just over 10 hours. 

I would like to thank most sincerely those who donated sponsorship money both online via: 

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Christopher-Weldon 

and by cash and cheque donations. The figures have been independently checked and audited 

and my final amount raised was, inclusive of Gift Aid, the fantastic sum of :- 

£1,445 

This will enable Prostate Cancer UK to buy equipment and provide for oncology nurses to help 

combat this disease which, in the last 2 years, has claimed the lives of 2 former England 

captains, Ray Clemence and Bob Willis, whose widows joined us for part of the walk. 

If anybody would like to add to this sum, the just giving page is still open for a limited period. 

Once again, many, many, thanks. 

Regards, Chris Weldon, 576154 

.  
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