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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Gloria Daniels      Vice- Chairman: Malcolm Sargent       
MINUTES OF THE  COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 26 JUNE 2019  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, C Morley, B Mele,  S Langfield,  M Carter, D French,  

                R Hutchinson and R Laing   

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk), C.Cllr M Chenery  and 2 Parishioners 

 
19.043 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
The Chairman opened the June Meeting, and reminded Councillors to complete the Register of 
Interest forms sent out last month.   
  
19.044 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Howell had sent his apologies.  
The Chairman announced with regret that Cllr Wright – Thompson had resigned.  
 

19.045 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr French declared a personal interest at item 19.053i as he had prepared the revised plans  for 
the pavilion for the Cricket Club     
 
19.046 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING   
▪ Cllr Carter proposed: Council to approve the minutes of the previous meeting – Resolved 

 
19.047 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Information Only) 
CITB: The Clerk read out a letter from CTIB in response to the Council’s concern about  the future 
of the facility. CITB were still looking for buyer, other land not associated with the training facility 
would be sold off.   
Lane  off Docking Road: The Council noted that a letter had been sent to the resident confirming 
Highways’ policy regarding the road surface as Cllr Wright – Thompson had requested. 
 
19.048 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 
None 
 
19.049 COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR WARD REPORTS 
C.Cllr Chenery reported that he was pleased to see the grant had been approved for the  Gateway 
signs. The 2020 Parish Partnership Scheme had opened up and he would like to offer up to £500 
from his budget towards the cost of a worthy project.   C.Cllr Chenery also said that he had no 
further information about the school but that he would speak to the head of the division 
responsible.   The Clerk said that she had complained about the untidy state of the main entrance, 
but there had been no action nor response to her complaint. 
B.Cllr Morley reported that he had also made enquiries about CITB. In brief the HQ with other 
staff had all but moved to Peterborough, other work had been contracted out with the  
responsibility for training standards being moved to  National Open College Network.  B. 
Councillor Morley understood that land was being sold off in parcels.    
▪ Cllr Mele proposed : The Council write to Sir Henry Bellingham MP to ask for his position - 

Resolved  
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19.050 PLANNING MATTERS  
19/01108/F: Land Adj Toft Lodge Stanhoe Road Bircham Tofts. Change of Use of land to be 
included within the curtilage of Toft Lodge and Retention of Shed.   
▪ Cllr French proposed: Council to raise no objection to the retention of the shed for the 

purposes of domestic use, but object to the change of use from Countryside to private 
garden - Resolved    

 
19.051 FINANCE                                        
i. Authorisation of Payments due 
▪ Cllr Carter proposed: Council to authorise payments as listed - Resolved   

Payments     

Name Budget Heading  Gross VAT 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary May/June 321.10 0.00 

HMRC Clerk Salary PAYE 29.00 0.00 

Mrs Sewell Reimbursements  196.73  

 Plants 125.75  20.96 

 BIB Registration 55  2.66 

 Printing 15.98  0.00 

PlaySafety Ltd Playing Field Inspection 90.6 15.10 

ECS Computers Office Expenses  253.44 42.24 

EON Streetlighting May 73.51 3.50 

EON Streetlighting June 78.97 3.62 

  Total 1043.35  

Income     

Name Budget Heading    

Nil   0.00  

  Total 0.00  

 

ii. To complete Annual Governance Statement – AGAR Section 1 

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to authorise the Chairman to sign as confirmation that Section 

1 had been reviewed and completed - Resolved 

iii. To Approve Accounting Statement – AGAR Section 2 

The Council noted the amended assets register.   Cllr Morley asked about the Financial Risk 

Assessment.   

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to approve AGAR Section 1 - Resolved 
iv. To review Reserve Policy and set Reserves for financial  year 2019-2020 
The current Reserves policy was reviewed and would remain unchanged. The Council considered 
the  Reserves for 2019-2020 based on the closing balance.  

2019-2020    
General Reserves     16 228  (01.04.2019) 

General 8168   75% of Precept 

Earmarked Reserves       

Highways Projects 4000     

Elections 1500     

Recreation Ground Car Park 1000     

Recreation Ground Access 1000     

Contingency 2019-20 560     

Total 16228     
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19.052 HIGHWAYS - HIGHWAY RELATED COMPLAINTS 
Cllr French reported an issue with the footpath outside 7/8 Fring Road, it was not clear if this was 
a Highway matter. 
Cllr Hutchinson reported an issue about the condition of the  wooden banking provided along 
Docking Road by the Borough Council many years ago to protect the footpath and retain the 
banks.  
 

19.053 PLAYING FIELD 
Cllr French declared a personal interest at item 19.053i as he had prepared the revised plans  for 
the pavilion for the Cricket Club.     
i.  Under lease with Bircham Cricket Club for Pavilion – update 
The Chairman reported on the meeting with the Estate Land Agent on 6  June; the options for the 
under-lease were discussed and the Estate’s preference had been to see the current lease out.  
No estimate of costs had been received from the Estate, so this had not been discussed further 
with the Club.  Sport England had provided the legal requirements which would be passed to the 
Estate and Kenneth Bush.        
▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to seek confirmation in writing from Bircham Cricket Club  that 

the Club would meet the legal costs of the underlease – Resolved 
▪ Cllr Daniels proposed: Council to cover the legal costs if necessary until the grant was 

released - Resolved 
▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council to incur no further costs until confirmation that legal costs 

for the underlease and variation would be met – Resolved 
ii.   To consider plan for car park 
The Chairman reported that Sandringham Estate had no objection in principle to the setting out 
of a car park, its preference was for grass and posts. The space to the left of the entrance was 
wide enough to take accommodate 27 cars according to parking guidelines.   Cllr French agreed 
to draw up plans with options for posts/post and rail.       
 
19.054      COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
i.  Bircham In Bloom  2019 
The Chairman reported that a number of areas had been planted up including  the entrance to 
the Church with plants donated by a resident.  The Chairman thanked Mr Page who had dug out 
the beds  and the residents who had volunteered to keep the plants watered. The judging would 
take place on Monday 22 July. 
ii.  Defibrillator Project 
The Chairman reported that the grant application had been successful  with an award of  £2300 
to fund the  defibrillator project.  for Cllr Mele to meet with the Social Club to sort out the cabling 
for the installation of the cabinet.    
iii.  Projects and Funding 
Cllr Carter provided information on the types of projects being funded by the  two local windfarm 
grant panels in other parishes and suggested the Council think about projects that would be 
appropriate. The Chairman said the Council could promote the funding panel and encourage 
groups to apply, but it could not make applications of their behalf.  

 
19.055       UK/NATIONAL CYCLING RACE ORGANISATION OF ROAD CLOSURES 
The Chairman said that the lack of local consultation had been very disappointing and on enquiry 
different organisations appeared to blame each other for not getting the message out.  The Clerk 
was asked to relay the concerns to the Borough Council and County Council.  
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19.056     CORRESPONDENCE 

• The Council noted the complaints about the Bowling Green verge which had been responded 
to by the Bowling Club Committee, the verge would be cut in due course. The Clerk was asked 
by Cllr Hutchinson to forward the Club’s response to the residents.  

• The Chairman read out an email about the condition of the pond banks and mole hills. The 
Clerk confirmed that Sandringham had been asked to deal with the moles. A meeting would 
be organised with Mr Foster to review the extent of the work required and the Council could 
consider future management.        

The next meeting would take place on Wednesday 17 July at 7.30pm.  

 

 

Chairman…………………………...    Date…………………….. 

 

 


