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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Gloria Daniels        Vice Chairman: Malcolm Sargent      

MINUTES OF THE  COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 11 NOVEMBER  2020  

Virtual Platform Zoom at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, C Morley (part), S Langfield, R Hutchinson and  

                T Clark 

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk), 1 Member of the Public 

 
 
20.080 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
The Chairman opened the meeting and reported that the wreath had been laid at the 
village War Memorial on Sunday. 
 
20.081 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllrs Carter, Mele, Howell, French and County Cllr Chenery.   It was noted that Cllr 
Morley was at a Borough Council meeting, he joined the meeting prior to item 20.089.        
It was noted that the Clerk had discussed with Cllr Howell  if the Council laptop could be 
set up at the Club with appropriate social distancing provisions.   
 
20.082 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Hutchinson declared an interest in the item concerning funding the bowling green and 
would not vote, he would however make a statement during parishioners’ participation.   

 
20.083 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
▪ Cllr Clark proposed: Council to approve the Minutes of the previous Meeting – 

Resolved  

 
20.084 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
Church Lane Entrance to Playing field: The Council noted with thanks that Cllr Clark 

had kindly cut the hedge back. 

Playing Field Sign: The playing field finger post sign had been replaced  

Council Vacancy:  The formal notice of the vacancy had been posted.  

In Bloom: New roses/hydrangeas  sponsored by the Halls and the Royalls  had been 

planted at the Jubilee Gardens.  Mr Page had also planted foxgloves in the Spinney. Mrs 

Hall had also provided additional daffodil bulbs for the Spinney. 

Rangers: The new trod had been strimmed, branches around the repeater sign on 

Stanhoe Road been cut and the sign turned to face the oncoming traffic, the hedges on the 

junction at Church Lane (Tofts) the verge on the footpath on Fring Road had also both 

been cut back.     

Highways: The Clerk had reported the overgrown hedge on the Stanhoe Road to 

Highways, but they had that the Council first write to the landowner (Brun) which had 

been done. 

Damaged Seat: Cllr Sargent had agreed to remove the seat from the pond, this would 

save on removal costs. 
Swing: The Council noted with thanks that Cllr Mele had installed the new swing seat. 
Birch1: The  Chairman said she had spoken to the Estate Manager about the proposed 
development at Birch1 as it had been some time since the outline planning permission, 
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he had confirmed that  Birch1 on Lynn Road was still very much part of their plans. There 
was nothing further to report on the transfer of the school. 
 
20.085 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA  
A resident asked the Council if it would take advantage of the free trees available from 
the Woodland Trust.  The Chairman explained that the Council did not own any land, the 
recreation ground was leased from Sandringham and the School had closed. There was a 
short discussion about available Sandringham land, the Chairman said she would raise 
the matter with Sandringham. 
Cllr Hutchinson asked the Council to take into account the fact that the Railway Bowling 
Club had not previously asked the Council to fund the running of the Bowling Green, and 
he also considered that there were some outstanding matters between the Clubs which 
needed to be resolved.         
 
20.086 WARD REPORTS: COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR  
C.Cllr Chenery: The Council noted that emails about Gritting,  The Reset Restart 
programme for businesses, NCC budget proposal and Social Care visits that had been sent 
to the Clerk would be forwarded to Councillors.  

B.Cllr Morley reported that the circuit break came at the time there was an escalation 
of Covid Cases in West Norfolk and referred to the availability of new local business 
grants.   There was new government funding of over £700,000 for west Norfolk to 
create new, safe, long-term homes for rough sleepers.   There had been a cabinet  
reshuffle to reflect the importance of Climate Change and Public Protection.  Cllr Morley 
also said he was pushing for more consultation with the parishes on the Local Plan 
Review.   The CITB discussion were ongoing but it was now much more likely that the 
swimming pool would close.  

20.087  PLANNING MATTERS 
20.087.01  Planning Applications received – None  
20.087.02   Meadow Camping Site  
The Chairman reported that she had been  approached by  the owners of the Bircham 
Windmill and the Meadow Campsite, the Chairman had emailed the drawings which she 
had been given to  Cllrs.  It was made it clear that they would be welcome to attend the 
Council meeting, but the Council as a whole could not comment until the application was 
before them.  Council was advised that the application had been submitted but was not 
yet out for consultation.  The owners had also stated that they would submit amendments 
or agree conditions depending on the comments. 
20.087.03   Planning Information/Training 
The Council noted that the Clerk had circulated two webinars covering the White Paper 
and an introduction to the planning system.  The Clerk would also circulate Part two of  
Planning webinar which covered the  parish council’s role.  
  
20.088          FINANCE                                        
20.088.01  Authorisation of Payments due 
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to authorise payments due as listed- Resolved 

Payments Heading  Gross VAT Cheque No. 

Mrs P Sewell Clerk's Salary October 175.05 0.00  

Mrs P Sewell Expense/Postage Oct/Nov 22.60 0.00  

Mr M Curtis Gen. Maintenance Finger post 45.00 0.00  
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Royal British Legion  Donation s.137 30.00 0.00  

EON Street Lighting Power 75.97 3.62 DD 

Total   348.62 3.62  

Receipts      

Nil   0   

Total   0   

 
20.088.02 Funding request Bircham Cricket Club  
The Chairman reported that the Club had asked if the Council  would consider giving  a 
grant to the Cricket Club.  The Chairman said that in accordance with the grant policy 
more information was required, and the discussion would be postponed until there were 
more details. 
20.088.03 Funding request Bircham Social Club – Bowls 
The Chairman reported that Social Club had asked if the Council  would consider giving  
a grant towards the costs of improving and running the Bowling Green.  The Chairman 
said that in accordance with the grant policy more information was required, and the 
discussion would be postponed until there were more details.   Cllr Sargent also 
referenced the statement from Cllr Hutchinson and said that although the running of the 
Social Club’s facilities was a matter for the Club any outstanding matters between the two 
groups should be resolved before the Council should consider granting of any funds.  

 
20.089  HIGHWAYS 
20.089.01 To receive reports or updates on Highway related issues 
Lynn Road: Leaves on the footpath at the junction with Stanhoe Road 
Fly tipping of builders’ rubble was also reported but Cllr Sargent said that it was on 
private land and Sandringham had been made aware   
20.089.02 Parish Partnership Grant/ Recreation Ground access 
The Chairman referred Council to Cllr French’s plans and  impression of what the new 
access might look like.   Improvements to the access would provide a safer and much 
improved visually pedestrian access.   Council noted that the plans were also subject to 
both Highways and Sandringham’s approval. At this stage, the costs were not known, and 
it is hoped that half the cost was met by Highways.    
▪ Cllr Langfield: Council to approve the drawings to improve the staggered access 

from Lynn Road and submit as a partnership project - Resolved    

 
20.090   PLAYING FIELD MANAGEMENT 
20.090.01 Inspection Sheets 
The Chairman reported that  although the Council had  an annual independent inspection 
of the play equipment it was also required to have in place a system of regular checks on 
the equipment.  These were carried out by Cllr Mele.   The Clerk had provided Cllr Mele 
with  blank copies of the inspection sheets.   Those sheets had been updated to include 
Covid Signage and copies given to Cllr Mele.     

 
20.091   PROPERTY 
20.091.01 Streetlights LED Tender 
The Clerk issued an invitation to tender to Remove, Dispose and Replace the current 9 
lights  with LEDs. The model selected would also dim the lights by 50% between Midnight 
and 5am to be more energy efficient and limit light pollution:   There was two responses 
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to the tender invitation.  Prices exclusive of VAT as listed. The CIL money would be used 
to cover this cost.   
TTJones Electrical   -  £2151.00        Pearce and Kemp   - £2762.00.  
Both contractors stated that they would review the condition of the brackets on a case-
by-case basis as they might still be fit for purpose.  The price for replacing each bracket 
had been provided for budgeting purposes.        The Clerk was asked to ensure the position 
on warranty was the same for both contractors  
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to instruct TT Electrical to replace the streetlights 

as per quote, subject to confirmation about warranty - Resolved 
Cllr Hutchinson asked if there was a need to have a maintenance contract  whilst the lights 
were under warranty.   
 
20.092        PLACE MAKING WEBINAR - REPORT    
Cllr Clark circulated a report and the slides of the webinar. Cllr Clark stated that some 
parts were not relevant, but the aspects on community engagement and the development 
of a sense of place could be duplicated.   
                     
20.093        BOUNDARY COMMISSION - COUNTY WARD REVIEW: RESPONSE 
The Council noted that the number of wards was being reduced and the areas covered 
changing.   Bircham was still placed with Docking and Heacham, but the new proposals 
also included Snettisham.  No response was considered necessary.   
       
20.094       CORRESPONDENCE 
 Norfolk ALC Bulletin – Council Representative 
Council noted that Norfolk ALC was now  a Cooperative and as such had offered Councils 
the opportunity to allocate a representative. 
 
The next meeting would be held on 13 January 2021 at 7.30pm, unless there was a 
planning application which required discussion.    
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ……………………    Dated………………………. 

 
     


