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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Gloria Daniels        Vice Chairman: Malcolm Sargent      

MINUTES OF THE  COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 13 JANUARY  2021  

Virtual Platform Zoom at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, C Morley, S Langfield, R Hutchinson, D French and  

                T Clark 

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk), 6 Members of the Public 

 
21.001WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
The Chairman welcomed Councillors and Members of the Public to the meeting. The 
Chairman also read out a letter sent to her by Rev. Peter Cook thanking the Clerk and 
Council for their support of  residents during lockdown. 
 
21.002 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllrs Carter, Mele and Howell.    C. Cllr Chenery had also sent his apologies 
 
21.003 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None  
 
21.004 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

▪ Cllr Clark proposed: To approve the Minutes of the previous meetings, 
subject to the agreement removal of Cllr Hutchinson’s statement at - 
Resolved 

 
21.005  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
Street lighting: The Council noted that the Contractors had confirmed there would be a 
10-year warranty with the new lights which should be completed this week. The current 
maintenance agreement had now lapsed, so any issues will be addressed with TTJones 
Electrical under warranty. 
Stanhoe Trod: The Council noted that NCC had as agreed installed posts to stop vehicles 
parking on the trod by the post box. 
Operation London Bridge: The Council noted that items set out in the protocol had been 
ordered: the condolence book, photograph, frame and black armbands. These would be 
kept with the Clerk.   
 
21.006 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 
None 
 
21.007 WARD REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 
County Councillor: C.Cllr Chenery had not sent a report, but emails with useful 
information would be forwarded for dissemination.   
Borough Councillor: B.Cllr Morley said that he had Called In the Meadow Campsite 
application as that was the most equitable way for the arguments to be heard.  There had 
been some interest in running the CITB Swimming Pool as a separate business as the 
Borough Council would not take this forward.   Cllr Hutchinson asked if grants given to 
CITB could be recovered.   B.Cllr Morley said that he had contacted NCC about the school, 
but it appeared that matters were no further forward.     A letter would be sent to the 
parishes about the revised Local Plan, the draft was expected to go to Full Council on 8 



 

2 
 

April.  The Council had failed in its bid to win £23M for High Street regeneration, feedback 
on the reasons for refusal had been requested. 
  
21.008 PLANNING MATTERS 
21.008.01 Planning Applications Update 
Council noted that under delegated powers the following responses had been submitted: 
20/01938/F: Cherry Ridge Docking Road GB Variation of Condition 1 of Permission 
18/01983/RM – No Objection 
20/01950/F: Summerfield House Lynn Road GB  Single storey rear extension, front 
porch, and remodelling of dwelling – No Objection 
Meadow Campsite: The Clerk confirmed that a holding objection had been submitted. 
The applicants had submitted further information and the deadline for comments had 
been extended until 26 January. The Clerk would circulate the additional information as 
well as monitor responses from other statutory consultees before confirming the 
Council’s final decision under delegated powers.   
 
21.009 FINANCE                                        
21.009.01  Authorisation of Payments due including delegated power payments 
▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council to approve payments as listed - Resolved 

Payments under delegated powers   

Payments Heading   Gross VAT 

Mrs P Sewell Clerk's Salary November 175.05 0.00 

Mr M Page Gen. Maintenance    350.00 0.00 

Wickstead Playing Field Maint. Swing 39.00 6.50 

RBL Poppy Appeal Donations Wreath 30.00 0.00 

Total     594.05 6.50 

Receipts         

Barclays Interest    0.21   

Total     0.21   

January      

Payments Heading   Gross VAT 

Mrs P Sewell Clerk's Salary December 175.05 0.00 

St Marys Church Newsletter Annual 100.00 0.00 

St Marys Church Churchyard Donation   2021 400.00 0.00 

EON Streetlighting December 73.51 3.50 

EON Streetlighting January 75.97 3.62 

Total     824.53 7.12 

Receipts         

Nil     0   

Total     0   

 
21.009.02  To receive Quarter 3 (April – December 2020) Report  
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to receive and accept Quarter 3 report - 

Resolved  
21.009.03   To consider contribution towards the upkeep of St Mary’s Churchyard 
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▪ Cllr Langfield proposed: Council to make the annual contribution of £400.00 - 
Resolved   

21.009.04  To approve replacement Noticeboard for Bircham Newton 
The Council considered the Projects Working Group recommendation for a new 
noticeboard. 
▪ Cllr Langfield proposed: Council to replace the Bircham Newton noticeboard 

with a similar design to the board at Bircham Tofts with a locked front and 
engraved heading - Resolved  

21.009.05  To consider request for funding from Bircham Cricket Club 
The Council reviewed the request from Bircham Cricket Club for funding.  The Council 
accepted that fundraising had been difficult this past year for all groups but considered 
that although some items of expenditure were listed, Council  could not consider the 
request without the context of the Club’s current finances and whether other grants had 
been sought.   The Council also considered the outstanding amount of £600 in legal fees 
which the Council paid out with the undertaking that this would be reimbursed by the 
Club.  The Clerk would send a copy of the Council’s grant policy which covered the 
information required.      

 
21.010 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2021-2022 
21.010.01  To Discuss and Approve Budget 2021-2022 
▪ Cllr Clark proposed: Council to approve presented Budget 2021-2022 - 

Resolved 
21.010.02  To Set Precept for 2021-2022 
Council noted that the Tax Base had been reduced slightly, and that no change to the 
Band D rate would result in a small reduction in income.     
▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council to set Precept at £11165.05 (Band D 47.41) 

for the year ending 31 March 2020 - Resolved 
 
21.011 HIGHWAYS 
21.011.01  To receive reports or updates on Highway related complaints 
The Council noted that that due to current budgetary restrictions only emergency jobs 
would be tackled.  The situation should improve  in March. 
21.011.02  Highways Partnership Scheme update  
The Council noted that the application had been submitted however as Norfolk County 
Council would not support sleepers on the Highway due to long term maintenance 
costs, the plans would have to be revised to take account of this and the requirement to 
have a guard rail.  Cllr French said the option  to use something better than concrete 
slabs should be explored.      
 
21.012 COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
21.012.01  Woodland Trust  - Tree Planting 
The Council noted that Sandringham Estate agreed that a  small number of  trees could 
be planted in the playing field ground near the cricket nets. This should not impinge on 
the activities of the playing field, and where they should thrive.  The Woodland Trust 
would provide free of charge 15 trees of mix species which would need to be planted in 
March when  hopefully full lockdown was over. The estate had also offered assistance 
with planting as had a number of councillors. 
▪ Cllr Langfield proposed: Council to accept the Woodland Trust offer of trees for 

the Playing Field - Resolved      
21.012.02  Tofts Pond Management 
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The Council reviewed the volunteer’s report and proposal to limit the increase in geese. 
Sandringham Estate had confirmed that it had no objection in principle, it had some 
experience with lasers but limited success.    It was the view that the volunteer’s worries 
about cutting the grass in the current circumstances and the likely damage to his machine 
was a concern as he provided a valuable and much appreciated service.  The Clerk said 
that she had been advised to speak to a representative of the Farming and Agricultural 
Committee.  Cllr French stated that less invasive measures such as decoy swans and 
leaving the grass longer should also be explored.     
21.012.03  Covid- 19 Lockdown 3 
The Chairman said that the intention was,  subject to the volunteers, to remind residents 
where they could go for help if it was needed during lockdown.  The website had also 
been updated.  Snettisham would be the local centre for vaccinations and Great 
Massingham Car scheme had confirmed that it was still operating albeit with a reduced 
number of drivers and it stood ready to provide Covid secure transport.      
  
21.013   CLERK AND RFO  
21.013.01 Terms and Conditions (Confidential) 
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to exclude members of the public for the 

reason of discussion staff pay and conditions  (The Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960 Sec 1 (2)) – Resolved 

Members of the public were excluded from the discussion; however the outcome would be 
published in the minutes when the position had been filled. 
The Council considered the job description and terms and conditions for the new Clerk. 
The hours had been increased from 4 to 5 and the current Clerk’ salary level (SCP9) 
updated to reflect the current national rates.  The vacancy had been advertised through 
Norfolk ALC and the Norfolk Parish Training Partnership  as well as the Clerk’s 
Facebook forum.  As a result of the discussion the Clerk would email Councillors the full 
pay scale (SCP) rates and background information on how levels were set.           
▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to approve the terms of the new Clerk’s contact,  

remaining flexible on the rate for the right candidate - Resolved 
The Chairman stated that interviews would be held as soon as suitable applications had 
been received.   
 
21.014   CORRESPONDENCE  
No comment 
 
Next full Council meeting was scheduled for 10 March 2021, this would also be the 
date of the Annual Meeting of Parish Electors.  An earlier meeting may be called to 
meet the new Clerk or for planning. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ……………………    Dated………………………. 

 
 


