
Sgt. R England  DCM  
 
Researching this soldier proved to be a real challenge.  You would imagine that as he 

had been awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal it would have been relatively easy. 

Not so.  Earlier research by The Roll of Honour (Norfolk) Website for Bircham made 

two suggestions:- 

 

Either Sgt R T England 1st Battalion (Banbury) Royal Warwickshire Regiment or Robert 

J England, born Snettisham in 1888.   

Sgt R T England 17988 1st Bn (Banbury) Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment (MM,DCM) 
Sgt. Reginald Thomas England was awarded both the Military Medal (1917) and the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal (1918) but he had no Norfolk connection.  Born in 1895 at 

Edge Hill / Ratley Warwickshire, his parents were John Henry England born 1854 and 

Sarah Ann England (nee Hone).  The 1911 Census shows the family living at Ratley 

Grange, Banbury, Warwickshire.   British Army Service Records show that he joined 

the 2nd/6th Battalion Royal Warwickshire Regiment on July 28th, 1916 and went out to 

France where he won the MM and the DCM..   

However, he survived the war and Birth, Marriage, Death and Parish  Records show that 

Reginald Thomas England married Francis M Bull in Banbury in 1922.   

 

Given the evidence outlined above, Sgt. Reginald Thomas England 17988 MM / DCM 

cannot be the soldier who is commemorated on the Great Bircham War Memorial.   

 

****************** 

Robert John England  
 

Born in Snettisham in 1888, this man did have a local Norfolk connection.  His parents 

were James Thomas England also born in Snettisham ((1854) and Alice Elizabeth (nee 

Vincent) born in Littleport, Cambridgeshire ((1863).  In 1891 the family was recorded 

on the census return as living in Snettisham.  By the 1901 Census, they had moved to 

Harpley Dams, Lynn Road, Flitcham cum Appleton and Robert, aged 13, is listed as a 

Labourer On Farm.  (School Admissions Registers and Logbooks reveal that Robert had 

joined Hillington School from Flitcham School in 1898 and during 1899 there were 

several references to poor attendance)  In 1905 Robert’s mother died (buried Flitcham, 

19th July 1905) and by the 1911 Census James, the father, was living in Rougham with 

his son William and his family.  Robert was not listed as living with them. 

 

British Army Service Records show that on February 23rd 1905, Robert enlisted for a 

six year term in the militia with the 3rd Battalion, Norfolk Regiment.  His attestation 



papers show him assigned the number 5461.   On May 9th 1905 Robert signed up for a 

nine year Short Service engagement and transferred from the Norfolk Regiment to the 

Northumberland Fusiliers, Service Number 8766.   

 

Information on Robert England’s career in the Northumberland Fusiliers is fragmented 

as several records for the period are missing according to the Northumberland 

Fusiliers Regimental Museum.  However one document which has survived is Robert’s 

Army Form B.200 entitled ‘Statement of the Services of No. 8766’.   It does not make 

good reading.  Robert was apparently not a model soldier and was discharged ‘with 

Ignominy’ from His Majesty’s Service on November 25th 1911 after serving six months 

hard labour for ‘striking his superior officer being in the execution of his duty in the 

guardroom’ 24th June 1911.  Records show that he had been in trouble with authority 

before for being absent without leave and losing government property.  The difficulty 

now was finding out what Robert did next.   His mother was dead and his father James 

was living in Rougham with his son William.  Did Robert eventually go to Rougham to be 

with his father? 

 

To unravel what actually happened we need to refer to Soldiers’ Effects Register 

327221. This is the register for Sgt Frederick Lynn DCM, 2nd Battalion Suffolk 

Regiment who was killed in action on July 9th, 1916.   Two payments are recorded, one 

of £5.0.0 on January 16th, 1917 and the other of £12.0.0 on October 7th, 1919.   They 

were both made to James Thomas England, Robert England’s father.  It also states on 

the register, under ‘Soldier’s Name’: Lynn Frederick alias England Robert John.   It 

would therefore appear that Robert England re-enlisted in the Suffolk Regiment 

sometime before the outbreak of war under an assumed name.  The Suffolk Regimental 

Museum have confirmed that Private Lynn, 3/9012 joined the 2nd Battalion and went 

out to France on September 15th, 1914.  When he enlisted in Wisbech, he gave his 

birthplace as Rougham.   On March 3rd, 1916 now a Corporal, he was awarded the 

Distinguished Conduct Medal ‘for conspicuous gallantry during operations.’  He is buried 

in Quarry Cemetery, Montauban, France as Sergeant F Lynn DCM.  Despite his 

chequered past, Robert England was obviously a very courageous man who felt the need 

to re-enlist and serve his country.  

 

Why Robert England and his brother George are commemorated on the Great Bircham 

War Memorial and not in Rougham or Snettisham will never be fully explained.  I can 

only suggest that their father had his own reasons and wanted them both recognised in 

their own right on the same memorial.  He must have been able to convince those 

responsible for the erection of the war memorial in Great Bircham that the inclusion of 

both of his sons’ names was justified.  

 

Footnote: 

I contacted the Commonwealth War Graves Commission about my research and 

submitted the appropriate documentary evidence to support my claims.  I am delighted 

to say that they have accepted this and they have amended their records accordingly. 

They have also informed me that the headstone in Quarry Cemetery will be replaced 

with a new one bearing both names.  A fitting result for a very brave soldier. 



 

   

 

 

 


