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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Gloria Daniels        Vice Chairman: Malcolm Sargent      

MINUTES OF THE  COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 29 JANUARY  2020  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, C Morley, B Mele,  S Langfield, D French,  

                D Howell, R Hutchinson and R Laing   

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk) and 1 Parishioner 

 
20.001 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the first meeting of the New Year with apologies for 
the postponement due to sad circumstances. 
 
20.002 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Carter and C. Cllr Chenery 
 
20.003 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
20.008 Cllr French declared a pecuniary interest in Planning Application 20/00045/F as he was 
the architect, he did not take part in the meeting for this item. 
20.011 Cllrs Howell declared personal interest in the new pavilion as he was Chairman of the 
Cricket Club, he took no part in the discussion other than to answer questions – there was no 
vote 
20.011 Cllr French declared personal interest in the new pavilion as he was advising on the 
build, he took no part in the discussion other than to answer questions – there was no vote  
 
20.004 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to approve the minutes of the November 2019 meeting - 

Resolved 

 
20.005 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
Website: The Clerk reported that Steve Jackman who provided technical advice for the 
Council website confirmed that he would charge £45.00  to carry out amendments to the 
site to comply with Disability Regulations.    
 
20.006 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 
NONE 

20.007 WARD REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 
C.Cllr Chenery reported via the Clerk that he would support the installation of the  white posts 
in Docking Road with £400 from his budget and had  instructed Highways to place the order. 
The C.Cllr also had asked for an update on the transfer of School, but there appeared to be 
no movement thus far.  A number of Parish Councils had raised concern over the potential 
loss of the swimming pool at CITB 
B.Cllr Morley reported that it had been a useful meeting about CITB with the Chief Executive.  
There was a potential buyer for part of the site to allow training under a joint venture to 
continue but future of the swimming pool was not assured.   At the Borough Council it was 
expected that the draft local transport strategy would be  revised.  Cllrs would also discuss 
the budget, council tax and a new grant based on the CIL funds.    
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20.008 PLANNING MATTERS 
i. To consider Planning Applications:  
20/00045/F: Extensions & Alterations to Existing Dwelling -  44 Church Lane. 
▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council to recommend approval of 20/00045/F - Resolved 
ii.  Other relevant Planning matters 
Council noted that concerns had been  raised about the retaining wall slabs installed around 
the Bentons’ development. The Chairman had discussed the matter with Mr Benton, and he 
confirmed that this was the specification required by Highways.  Any development was bound 
to have some impact given the size of the development, but in the long term the footpath 
would be of benefit. The look should improve once the hedge and grass had grown.      

 
20.009 FINANCE                                        
i.  Authorisation of Payments due as listed 

▪ Cllr Langfield proposed: Council to authorise payments as due – Resolved 

Payments         

Name Budget Heading   Gross VAT 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary Nov/Dec/Jan 481.55 0.00 

HMRC Clerk Salary PAYE 43.60 0.00 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary 2019 Mileage 345.54 0.00 

Creake Pest Control Pond Pest Control 95.00 0.00 

EON Streetlighting December 73.51 3.50 

EON Streetlighting Jan 75.97 3.62 

    Total 1115.17 7.12 

Income         

Name Budget Heading       

Barclays  Interest   4.11   

    Total 4.11   

 

ii. Quarter 3 (October – December 2019) Report  

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to receive and accept Quarter 3 2019/2020 Report - 

Resolved 

iii.  To discuss and Approve Budget 2020-2021 

The Council reviewed the draft budget submitted by the Clerk.  The budget took into account 

the agreed projects which required expenditure bolstered by grant funding, in addition to the 

project which would use the CIL money.  

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to approve 2020/2021 Budget as drafted - Resolved 

iv.  To set precept 2020-2021 

The Council noted the Clerk’s recommendation that the Band D rate should remain the same 

as last year. In real terms due to the increase in the tax base overall income will increase. The 

Council would have a healthy closing balance; therefore, it would be the intention to 

supplement planned expenditure with the reserves.     
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▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council set the precept for 2020/2021 as £47.41 (Total 

11169.80) for a Band D property - Resolved 

  

20.010 HIGHWAYS 

i.  Highways 50/50 partnership scheme update  

The Council had previously agreed to apply for a Trod along Stanhoe Road. The project 
would cost approx. £3160.00 for which the Parish would have to pay 50% (£1600), this 
would come from the CIL money. 
ii.  To receive reports or updates on Highway related issues 
The Council noted that the road sweeper had been through the parish on the 28th.   Details 
of the road closure at  Cuckoo Hill on 17th February had been circulated.   
Cllr Mele reported a proud manhole cover outside 3 Fring Road 
Cllr Sargent suggested that Council ask Highways to resurface the Lynn Road footpath.  
 
20.011 PLAYING FIELD MANAGEMENT 
i.   Cricket Club Lease  
The Chairman confirmed that the underlease had been agreed by all parties and signed copies 
returned to the solicitor.  The Estate had yet to provide the Council with the main lease 
variation, but it had been kept up to date with progress. The Clerk had put up some notices 
to inform residents what is going on. Cllr Howell stated that it was hoped that completion 
would be before the start of the cricket season. Cllr Howell had also noted some concerns 
raised about the construction site, these had been taken on board and discussed with the 
Builder.      
ii.  New Slide Project  
Cllr French confirmed the cost of the slide in an email before Christmas, the cost £6,385.00  
also included the removal of the old equipment, however a resident  had offered to remove 
the slide which could save on the cost of disposal (£150.00 )and make a donation of £50.00.  
the resident had been advised that the disposal of the slide was subject to grant funding.   
▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to submit a grant application to support the purchase of the 

new slide - Resolved 
iii. Lynn Road Pedestrian Access  
The Council had agreed at the November meeting that improvements should be made to the 
pedestrian access on Lynn Road which at this time of year was just a steep muddy slope.  
Edward Parsons, Sandringham Estate  had agreed in principle to the work, subject to plan 
approval.  
▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council to put together plans and costs - Resolved   

 
20.012      COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
i.  Bircham In Bloom  Project  
The Chairman reported that project had been given  lots of Spring bulbs by a local resident, 
which had been planted in the new bank around the Benton footpath, around the war 
memorial and  in the pots and baskets. A total of 5000 bulbs had been planted over the past 
few months.  Members of the group had planned out two rose beds on the Jubilee Gardens. 
The yew tree had been cut back and the area around the  tree would be turfed.    A number 
of residents had already pledged to purchase rose bushes.    
▪ Cllr Lang: Council to provide a grant of £100 towards the purchase of roses for the new 

beds - Resolved  
The Chairman said the next meeting of the group would be held in 4 March, details of which 
would be reported in the Newsletter. 
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ii.  Defibrillator Project: 
The Chairman reported that the Defibrillator had now been installed at the Social Club, and 
thanked Cllr French. The unit had been registered with the Ambulance Service, so residents 
would be directed to the Social Club or the Shop if appropriate.   The Clerk would organise  
training sessions  in the next few months.  
iii. Footpath Group 
Cllr Langfield reported that there had been a few responses to the Newsletter article, once 
the weather improved the volunteers would be out checking on the footpaths. 

 
20.013 CORRESPONDENCE 
Pre- Diabetes programme: The Clerk had been informed that there would be a pre-diabetes 
programme run in Hunstanton to help identify those at risk of diabetes, further information 
had been requested.  
Great British Spring Clean: The Clerk reported that the national litter pick campaign would 
run between 20 March – 14 April.    General preference appeared to be for a later date. 
 
The next meeting would take place on Wednesday 11 March, this was also the date of the 
Annual Parish Meeting of Electors which would take place beforehand. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman …………………………….    Date………………………… 


