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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 10 OCTOBER 2018  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:  G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, J Cuthell, C Morley, B Mele, S Langfield and  

              D Howell   

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk) and 2 Parishioners 

 
18.082 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
The Chairman welcomed all to the October meeting. 
 
18.083 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
M Carter, R Hutchinson, D French and C Wright-Thompson 
 
18.084 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr Howell declared an interest in items pertaining to Bircham Cricket Club, he left the 
meeting room.   
 
18.085 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to approve minutes of the previous meeting on 18 July 

2018 - Resolved 
 
18.086 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY) 
Dog Bin: The Council noted that the dog bin in Bagthorpe Road had been installed  by Cllr 
Carter.  The information would be published in the Newsletter. 
Post Office: The Clerk reported that the  project would go ahead as announced, but no start 
date had been confirmed.  
Pond: The Council noted that the moles had returned at the pond, Sandringham Estate would 
attend.      
 
18.087 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 
None 
 
18.088 WARD REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

C.Cllr Chenery repeated his offer to help with any small Highways project, he also reported 

that there was no outcome yet on the PCC’s consultation over the Fire Service.   The County 

was looking to the budget for next year and the annual public consultation would launch in 

November.    

B.Cllr Morrison said that he had asked Sir Henry Bellingham MP for  further details about 

CITB, and it appeared likely that the head office move to Peterborough would go ahead.     

    

18.089 PLANNING MATTERS 

i. Planning Applications: There were no planning applications. The Clerk reported that there 
had been an amendment to the plans for the build the private studio at 85 Stanhoe Road 
which had been withdrawn.  
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18.090 FINANCE                                        
i.  Authorisation of Payments due: 

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to approve payments as listed - Resolved 

Payments         

Name Budget Heading   Gross VAT 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary September 155.45 0.00 

HMRC Clerk Salary September 19.60 0.00 

Mrs Sewell Telephone/Broadband April- Sept 30.00 0.00 

Mrs Sewell WW1 Signage 56.40 9.40 

Mrs Sewell WW1 Ink 39.21 0.00 

Mr M Page General Maintenance  270.00 0.00 

Bircham Social Club Room Hire September 20.00 0.00 

Paint me Ceramics WW1 Poppies 100.00 0.00 

EON Streetlighting September 61.53 2.93 

EON Streetlighting October 59.55 2.84 

    Total 811.74 15.17 

Receipts         

Name Budget Heading       

Barclays Interest (Sept)   4.10   

    Total 4.10   

 

ii. To receive Quarter 2 (April- September 2018) Report  

The Clerk presented the Financial Report. The Chairman reported that she would discuss 

with the Clerk the level of hours worked so far this year.   

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to approve an increase in the maintenance budget to 

cover the cost of additional work identified  - Resolved 

▪ Cllr Howell: Council to accept the Quarter 2 Financial Report - Resolved 

   

18.091  HIGHWAYS 

i.  To receive Gateway signs update 

The Council noted that the panel should meet that month to review applications. 

 ii.  To receive reports or updates on Highway related complaints 

The Chairman reported on the following:  
-The road closure for resurfacing a section of Docking Road would be included in the next 
Newsletter. 
-The broken reflector post at the pond had been reported, however Highways would not 
replace at this time.  
- The blocked drain on Docking Road would be cleared out, but there had been no decision as 
yet on the surface of the footpath.   
iii.  Highways 50/50 partnership scheme 
The Council noted that the deadline for the 50/50partnership scheme was early December.  
The Clerk suggested that if the Gateway sign application for funding to Jack’s Lane was not 
successful then the 50/50 scheme would be the next best option.    It would also be useful 
to have a second project if the Jack’s Lane application was successful.   
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18.092  BIRCHAM REMEMBERS WW1  

i. Armistice Service Arrangements 
The Chairman reported on plans for the event  on Saturday 10 of November  at the memorial, 
where the names of the WW1 fallen would be read out and a wreath laid.  The service would 
then move to the Church for the presentation of the book and the ceramic poppy wreath. 
There would be refreshments and an expanded version of the display shown at the French 
Fair.   There would be visitors from outside the village who had family on the war memorial 
and invitations would go out to all the parish.  A section of the Snettisham Road would be 
closed off which meant that helpers to marshal attendees and set up the road closure would 
be required. Volunteers to help set up and serve refreshments at the church would also be 
required.     
 

ii. Book: Bircham Remembers the Fallen 
Mr Laing reported that work on the book had been completed and it was now at the book 
binders, he thanked the Clerk for her assistance.   The Chairman reported that in addition to 
the copies produced by the Clerk, there had been a number of enquiries to purchase the book.  
 
Cllr Morley reported that there was a national event which included Brancaster Beach on 11 
November and suggested that information about the Bircham’s fallen be passed to the 
organisers. 
  

18.093 Playing Field Management 
 i. Rabbit Control Costs 

Cllr Howell left the meeting room  for this item 
The Chairman referred Council to the property inspection report and that there were a 
number of  rabbit holes around the play  equipment.  The Cricket Club had erected new 
fencing to try to limit the amount of damage on the filed as a whole. The costs of the fencing 
and posts were £377.00. 
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: The Council contribute £100 towards the costs - Resolved 
ii. Litter Bin 
The Chairman reported that as discussed last month the Council would contract the Borough 
Council to remove the litter from the playing field. The Council would need to remove the 
current litter bin and possibly install a wheelie bin housing.   Cllr Howell said he would be 
willing to take it down the footpath.  
▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to organise a Summer season fortnightly collection (1 

April-31 October) £155.00 plus a monthly collection over the Winter season (1 Nov- 31 
March) £71.00 - Resolved 

   The Clerk said she would ask the Borough Council if they had any wheelie bin housings that 
could be recycled.  
iii. DRAFT GRASS CUTTING AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
Cllr Howell left the meeting room for this item 

The Council reviewed the draft agreement based on the discussion at the June meeting.  The 
Clerk was asked to make amendments as suggested and add a more detailed plan.     

 
18.094      FOOTPATH WARDEN REPORTS 
I. ROW SIGNAGE 
Cllr Langfield reported that she had re-inspected a number of paths and circulated her report.   
On this inspection Cllr Langfield had looked at the green lanes and identified several which 
were inaccessible. Cllr Langfield suggested that as the Lanes had specific names they should 
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have name plates.    A number of ROW signs were also still missing despite a previous report.   
The County Councillor agreed to submit the report to Highways.   

 
18.095 Anglia In Bloom Scheme 
The Chairman reported that at last month’s meeting there had been a positive response to 
making improvements to the village with some hanging baskets and bulbs, and the Clerk 
circulated on details of the Anglia in Bloom website. This would have to be a partnership 
project with local businesses like the pub and café as well as the parish council, the church 
and the social club for starters.  An item would be put in the Newsletter to see if there was 
any interest in an In Bloom group,  and a meeting with Anglia in Bloom could be organised.   
Cllr Cuthell said she would take the lead and Cllr Morley would support.  
 
18.096 Correspondence  
Scams: The Post Office had provided advice about scam letters in the mail. Warnings about 
current scams were also posted on the County Council’s website.  Cllr Cuthell said that she 
would ask a friend who provided advice on scam prevention and protection if she would be 
willing to run an event in Bircham.       
 
The Next Meeting would take place on Wednesday 14 November at 7.30pm.       
 
 
 
 
Chairman__________________    Date_________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


