
Private E Easter  
 
This soldier presented one of the biggest challenges of all the men honoured on the war 

memorial.  Research carried out by staff of the Roll of Honour (Norfolk) Website for 

Great Bircham states that they were unable to positively identify who this individual 

was.  They suggest he may either have been:- 

 

Wallace Donald G E Easter  
whose birth is recorded in 1887 in Docking District and listed in the census returns for 

1891 and 1911 as living in Bircham Tofts, the grandson of John Easter.  His occupation 

was given as Gamekeeper. 

 

Or 

Lance Corporal E. Easter, L/12393 Royal Fusiliers  
listed as being buried in the Commonwealth Graves Commision Cemetery in Eastbourne, 

date of death January 4th, 1916.  No Norfolk connection was noted however for this 

soldier. 

 

When I started to research the above two men I also came across:- 

Private E Easter, 5317 2nd Battalion Norfolk Regiment 
born in Docking in 1871 and recorded in the 1911 Census working as a granary labourer in 

Woodcocks Yard, Docking. 

 

Our E Easter is definitely not Wallace Donald G E Easter.  There are no military 

records of any description available for this man and the Electoral Roll for the Parish 

of Congham in 1920 lists him as living in Hillington Road at that time.  

 

Nor is our soldier Private E Easter of the 2nd Battalion Norfolk Regiment.  Information 

received from the Norfolk Regimental Museum confirms that he was in the regiment as 

a regular soldier before WWI and fought in the Boer War 1899 - 1902.  He re-enlisted 

in the Labour Corps during WWI and was given a second service number 240297.  He 

survived the war and was demobbed on 28th March 1919.  His address on the demob 

documents is given as Station Road, Docking. 

 

That leaves  

Lance Corporal E Easter, L/12393 Royal Fusiliers.    Commonwealth War Graves records 

do not show a Norfolk connection for this soldier, but there is one.  He is almost 

certainly Edward Easter, born in Bircham Tofts in 1871/1872.  His parents were Samuel 



and Ann (nee Kemp).  In the 1881 and 1891 census returns, Edward was living with his 

parents in Bircham Tofts.  By the 1901 Census he had left the family home but I have 

been unable to establish his whereabouts in that year. 

 

The 1911 Census reveals that Edward was stationed in Mauritius in the Indian Ocean 

with the 3rd Battalion Royal Fusiliers.  Information received from the Royal Fusiliers 

Museum states that Service Number L/12393 was issued late 1906 so Edward must 

have enlisted in the Royal Fusiliers as a regular soldier in that year.   

The battalion was in Lucknow, India in 1914 when the First World War started and it 

returned to England in December of that year.  It arrived in France in mid January 

1915 and saw major action at the 2nd Battle of Ypres (April/May) and the Battle of 

Loos (September/October).  Army Medal Index Cards 1914-1920 show that Edward was 

awarded the British Medal.  Information from the Royal Fusiliers Museum suggests 

that this means he served in France at some point but not during 1915 as he would have 

also been awarded the the 1914 /15 Star.  CWGC documents show he died on January 

4th, 1916.  His cause of death is unknown.  The CWGC Eastbourne (Ocklynge) Cemetery 

where he is buried was the site of a large military hospital.  He possibly died of wounds 

but there is no firm evidence as to the cause of death. It is also worth pointing out 

that on the Graves Commission Report Form which gives the details of soldiers awaiting 

burial, the rank of Private is crossed through and L/Cpl is written in.   

 

His Soldiers Effects Records show that his father Samuel was paid £21.0s.7d on 20th 

July 1916 and a final payment of £8.0s.0d was made to his widowed mother Ann on 1st 

November 1919.  (Births, Death and Marriage Records reveal that Samuel Easter had 

died in April 1919 and is buried in Bircham Tofts.) 

 


