
BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 2018  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:   G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent (Vice-Chairman), S Langfield, D Howell,  

              B Mele, R Hutchinson,  C Wright-Thompson, J Cuthell, M Carter, D French  

              and C Morley 

 IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk), CCllr Chenery, BCllr Morrison and 1 Parishioner  

 

18.016  WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  

The Chairman opened the meeting. 
 
18.017 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

None.  

 

18.018 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Howell declared a prejudicial interest in the item 18.024v as he was a member of 

Bircham Cricket Club and coordinated the maintenance for the Club.  

 

18.019 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to approve the minutes of 10 January 2018 as a true 
record - Resolved 

 

18.020 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Audit Course: The Clerk had attended the course about the new procedures. The Clerk  

reported that, in relieving small councils of the burden of the cost of an external audit, the 

Government had put a stronger emphasis on governance. New Audit forms and substantial 

guidance had been produced.     

CITB: The Clerk had sent Councillors the statement from the Borough Council about the task 

group, this was the latest information.  

Data Protection: The Clerk reported that Norfolk ALC should be able to provide Data 

Controller Services as it has been made clear that Clerks did not have the level of expertise, 

nor the independence to act as the DPC.  The Clerk would still be expected to carry out the 

data audit, privacy notices and processing. 

 

18.021 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 

None. 

 

18.022 REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Morrison asked if the Council and residents were aware of the charges for DIY waste at 

the recycling centre.   Cllr Morrison also said that despite concerns of the new sifting process 

of plans, they could still be “called in” if the Parish Council felt that the Planning Committee 

should consider the application.   



Cllr Chenery spoke about the County Council’s efforts to secure the bus routes following the 

withdrawal of services by Stagecoach.    The Chairman said that at the Annual Parish Meeting, 

there had been pressure for something to be done about speeding through the village and it 

could only be done with County support.  Cllr Chenery said that he would flag up the issue 

with the executive director at Norfolk Council.    The Council  also expressed concern about 

the charges for DIY waste and sought assurances that any increase in fly-tipping would be 

monitored. 

 

18.023 PLANNING MATTERS  

i. To consider application 18/00249/F:  Proposed cart lodge with self- contained annexe 

above at 4 Bagthorpe Road 

▪ Cllr Carter proposed: Council to support application 18/00249/F - Resolved  

 

ii. To receive report from the KL&WN BC Planning Briefing  

The Chairman referred to the presentation slides circulated by the Clerk.  The key points 

included: 

-A reminder of Street Naming protocols and consultation. 

-A briefing on the progress with the LDF, there was frustration at the delays and a fear that 

developers could once again take advantage.     

-The lead time for consultation on Planning Applications would be cut to 14 days, except 

around Christmas and Easter.   

-The Borough Council had also set up a sifting committee, so there would be no automatic 

right for Parish Councils’ objections to be put before the Planning Committee.      

 

iii. Update on the Cherry Ridge applications 

The Chairman reported that all the recent applications for Cherry Ridge had been approved.  

The Clerk attended the KL&WN BC Planning Committee meeting (the majority view was that 

there was no longer an objection) to ensure that the proposed conditions for the footpath 

were upheld, as well as conditions to prevent future garden development and the planting of 

the hedge would be agreed. The planners had already decided under delegated powers to 

approve the remodelling of the existing Cherry Ridge. It was not the outcome some residents 

wanted, but the Council’s responses to the applications had forced changes which had 

produced an  improved outcome. 

  

18.024  FINANCE                                        

i. Authorisation of Payments due 

▪ Cllr Carter proposed: Council to approve March payments – Resolved   

Payments   £ 

Name Budget Heading  Gross 

Norfolk Citizens Advice Donations Replacement Cheque 50 

Norfolk ALC Subscription 2017-18 Replacement Cheque 128.15 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary Jan plus website set up 356.84 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary February 175.05 

Mrs Sewell Internet/Broadband Aug/ Mar 18 40 



Mrs Sewell Postage  2017-2018 32.66 

KL&WN Borough Council Dog Bins 2017 82.37 

Grimston Parish Council Printing/Copying 2017 244.35 

Mr M Page General Maint. 2017 349.99 

Mr R Foster Pond 2017 80 

Bircham Social Club Room Hire 2 Mtgs 40 

Norfolk AlC Clerk Training Audit Course 30 

EON Streetlighting February 54.14 

  Total 1663.55 

Income    

Name Budget Heading   

Barclays Premium Account Interest Annual 1.44 

Donation Donation (Other)  300.00 

  Total 301.44 

 

ii. To approve contribution to St Mary’s Church for the upkeep of the Churchyard.    

The Council had budgeted £300 for the grant, but the Vicar had asked if the Council would 

consider an increase as it had been a costly year for the Church.      

▪ Cllr Wright-Thompson proposed: Council to award a grant of £400 to St Mary’s Church 
for the upkeep of the churchyard - Resolved 

 

iii. To approve grant to St Mary’s Church in support of the Newsletter publication 2017  

The Council noted that the Church allowed the Parish Council to use the front page of the 

Newsletter.  Rev. Cook had provided  figures which showed that the Church  contributed to 

the cost of the Parish Council page and the £50.00 grant was not sufficient.  The Chairman ask 

the Council to consider increasing the cost as not only was it a good communication tool for 

the Council, the Newsletter provided useful information for the village.  

▪ Cllr Cuthell proposed: Council to award a grant of £100 to St Mary’s Church towards 

the costs of the Newsletter - Resolved 

 

iv. To approve quote for 2018 grass cutting and general maintenance 

The Council considered Mr Page’s quote for general maintenance for the next year.  The 

Clerk said that the quote had increased by £10.00 on last year, but this would also cover the 

cost of  repainting the seats in Queen’s Gardens 

▪ Cllr French: Council to approve Mr Page’s quote of £350 for grass cutting and general 

maintenance - Resolved   

 
 Cllr Howell declared a prejudicial interest and left the room  

 v.  TO APPROVE QUOTE FOR PLAYING FIELD GRASS CUTTING AND MAINTENANCE    

The Cricket Club had charged the same amount for the last 3 years, but would have to increase 

the cost to a more realistic figure, especially as the treatment for moles had been particularly 

expensive. The quote provided was £1200 per annum,  an increase of £300.  The Council 

discussed what was included in the agreement, although the Clerk stated there was no formal 



contract. There was some concern about the hedge not being cut and the proper disposal of 

waste from the Council’s bin. 

▪ Cllr Hutchinson proposed: Council to accept the quote of £1200, payable in 2 parts - 

Resolved   

▪ Cllr Mele  proposed: Council to formalise the agreement with the Cricket Club  in a 

contract  - Resolved 

 

 vi. DOG BINS – TO APPROVE CONTRACT WITH KL&WN BC FOR WEEKLY EMPTYING  

The Clerk reported that the Borough Council no longer offered a fortnightly collection 

option for the dog bins. The impact of this would more than double the current cost as the 

per empty cost had also increased from 1.36p to 1.45p.   The Clerk confirmed that the 

Council had not yet had approval for the new dog bin on Bagthorpe Road.      

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council accept the terms of the dog bin emptying new contract 

- Resolved 

 

18.025     WW1 CENTENARY PROGRAMME – TO DISCUSS AND APPROVE PROPOSALS 
The Chairman referred the Council to the Clerk’s note on the WW1 commemoration plans.   

Council noted that the proposals were subject to grant funding being awarded.  Cllr 

Hutchinson thought that the Council could offer residents the opportunity to sponsor a 

ceramic poppy for the wreath.  Cllr French asked about the poppy making activity, the Clerk 

confirmed that it was the Council’s intention to offer this as a free activity to all, but it was 

aimed at children.     

       

18.026 TO APPROVE PARISH COUNCIL SAFEGUARDING POLICY 

The Clerk referred Council to the draft policy. The Council were required  to demonstrate 

that it had procedures in place to protect children, young people and vulnerable persons if it 

wished to apply for funding from the Norfolk Foundation. The policy would serve as useful 

guidance for Councillors, Staff and Volunteers. 

▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to approve Safeguarding Policy as drafted - Resolved  

 

18.027 TO CONSIDER NEIGHBOURHOOD NUISANCE COMPLAINT  

▪ Cllr Wright-Thompson proposed: Council to exclude members of the public under the 

Public bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960 S.1 to protect both the complainants 

and those about which the nuisance complaint had been made   -  Resolved 

▪ Full Report of item will be kept with the minute book 

 
18.028 CORRESPONDENCE 
The Council noted the Correspondence as listed: 
Norfolk ALC Newsletters  
Invitation to attend RAF Bircham Heritage Centre open day on 19 May. 

 

The next meeting would take place on Wednesday 9 May 2018 at 7.30pm. 

 

Chairman…………………………………    Date………………………………….. 


