
1 
 

BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY  13 JUNE 2018  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:    G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent (Vice-Chairman), S Langfield, B Mele,  

               C Morley and J Cuthell  

 IN ATTENDANCE:   P Sewell (Clerk) and 2 Parishioners  

 

18.041 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the June Meeting. 

 
18.042 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs French, Hutchinson, Howell and Carter.  Cllr Wright-Thompson’s apologies were not 

received until after the meeting. 

 
18.043 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None 

 

18.044   TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETINGS  

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council  to approve the minutes of the previous meeting - 

Resolved 

 
18.045 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Street light: The Clerk confirmed that the street light  on Fring Road had been repaired by 

Network Power and was operational. 

Potholes: The Clerk stated that all the potholes reported to her had either been repaired or 

were due for repair. 

Council Property: The Chairman reported that Mr Page had completed refurbishment of the 

seats around the pond,  re-stained two of the noticeboards, removed the moss from the bus 

shelter roof as well as cut back and cleared the  brambles and bushes on Queen’s Gardens.  

The Clerk had purchased the Rustoleum paint as agreed,  so Mr Page would begin re-

painting the goal posts and the swings.  

School: The Clerk reported that she had discussed the future of the school site with Cllr 

Dark, the vice-chairman of Children’s’ Services.  Cllr Dark was familiar with the school, and 

he would be happy to meet with the Council to discuss the matter further.    The Clerk was 

instructed to arrange a meeting with a site visit with Cllr Dark.    

 
18.046 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 

WW1: Mr Laing reported that his completed research ran to 95 pages. He had drafted a 

Forward, a list of  Acknowledgments and a Glossary, once finalised the work would be  ready 

for printing and binding.  The Chairman thanked Mr Laing and highlighted   Laing’s ideas for 

the exhibition panels at the French Fair. 
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18.047  REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

C. Cllr Chenery was not present.   

B.Cllr Morrison reported that the KL&WN Borough Council was examining the Boundary 

Commission’s decision on ward boundaries and confirmed that he would not contest the seat 

in 2019 elections as he would retire.  Cllr Morrison also reported that it was expected that the 

Government would start to review replacing  the Borough/County tier with a Unitary 

authority.   The Chairman extended an invitation to B.Cllr  Morrison to attend the Armistice 

day service on 10 November, the Clerk would email him the details.  B.Cllr Morrison said that 

if available he would attend and offered to play the last post if required.    

 
18.048 PLANNING MATTERS  

18/01026/F: Cherry Ridge, Docking Road – Driveway.  The Council considered the 

application which attached the new driveway to the new build (House B) – whilst retaining 

the current access for maintenance only.   

▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to oppose the driveway on the basis that there would be 

three access points for the new properties on a difficult bend - Resolved  

 
18.049   FINANCE                                        

i. Authorisation of Payments due 

The Clerk referred members to the list of payments and receipts as listed.   

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to authorise payments due – Resolved 

Payments      

Payee Heading  Gross VAT Cheque  No. 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary May 155.45 0.00 100867 

HMRC Clerk Salary May 19.60 0.00 100868 

Came & Company Insurance Annual 839.09 0.00 100869 

Norfolk ALC Subscription Annual 128.27 0.00 100870 

Brewers (Mrs Sewell) Playing Field Paint 131.96 21.99 100871 

EON Streetlighting June 61.53 2.93 DD 

  Total 1335.90   

Receipts      

Name Budget Heading    Pay In  

HMRC VAT 2017-18 302.00  BACs 

Norfolk Foundation WW1 Grant 500  BACs 

  Total 802.00   

 

The Council also reviewed the Insurance premium payment and the payment options.  

▪ Cllr Cuthell proposed: Council to approve Insurance premium as recommended by 

Came and Co. and to sign up to a 3-year agreement for £839.09 per year – Resolved 

  
 ii. AGAR Form 2017-18 – To Sign off Governance 

The Chairman referred Councillors  to the AGAR Form page 5 and confirmation that  Council 

were satisfied that the proper Governance was in place. 
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▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to approve Governance Section and authorise Chairman 

to sign off - Resolved 

  

iii. AGAR Form 2017 -18 – To Sign off Accounts  

The Chairman referred members to the Accounts, the figures for which had been added to 

the AGAR form page 6.     

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to approve Accounts  Section and authorise Chairman 

to sign off – Resolved 

▪  

18.050       HIGHWAYS 
i. Council to consider speed reduction measures – Gateway signs 

The Clerk reported on the costs requested at the May meeting, the costs did not include 
installation which the Council would need to arrange in consultation with Highways:  
Gateway Signs 

Front Sign  - £326.00  to incorporate Speed Limit, “Welcome to the Birchams” and “Please 

Drive Carefully”.              

3 Rung  Single Panel 

1300mm  x 1500mm      545.84      

1800mm  x 1500                       573.68      

L Shape  

1300mm  x 1500mm               960.23      

1800mm  x 1500                      1002.55    

 

▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to opt for the 3 rung single panel 130x150cm version - 

Resolved 

The Council had previously identified Docking Road 40mph, Lynn Road 30mph and Stanhoe 

Road 30mph. 

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to include a sign for Snettisham Road in due course - 

Resolved 

Clerk to write to Norfolk County Council Director Tom McCabe to confirm the Council’s 
proposals and to submit a funding application to Chiplow Windfarm. 

 
ii.  To report Highway related complaints 

  The Clerk reported that she had passed a complaint about the trees planted on the verge 
near the  Docking Road/Stanhoe Junction.  Cllr Sargent reported that there was now  a 
pothole in the footpath on Lynn Road where Highways had cleaned off the mud. 

  
  iii.  Parish Partnership Scheme 2018-19 
  The Council noted that Highways had announced that bids for Highway projects under the 

Parish Partnership 50/50 scheme 2019-2020  could now be submitted up until December.      
 

18.051 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS – COMPLIANCE REPORT 
The Clerk has circulated the Data policy, Privacy Notice and the Data Audit  
▪ Cllr Morley proposed: To approve the GDPR documents as drafted - Resolved 
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18.052        RECREATION GROUND  

i. Contract with Bircham Cricket Club  
The Chairman stated that the although the Council had agreed to a split payment, the initial 
payment had fallen short of the costs paid out thus far and the Cricket Club had requested 
that the decision be reviewed. 
▪ Cllr Cuthell proposed: Council to set level at £1000 at the first payment and £200 as the 

second – Resolved      
The Clerk asked for advice on the content of the draft maintenance agreement. Councillor’s 
comments would be added to the draft. Several issues such as the frequency of strimming 
and emptying the litter bin would be given further consideration.   The Clerk would seek 
advice about the litter bin from the Borough Council following a discussion to move the litter 
bin nearer the pedestrian entrance and dog bin. Cllr Morley suggested that items of 
equipment that were no longer used should be removed from the field.        
 

18.053      WW1 COMMEMORATIONS 
i. French Fair Arrangements   
The Chairman reported that arrangements had been made to set up a Bircham Remembers 
tent at the French Fair. The tent would promote the research done by Mr Laing. Park House 
had kindly lent their tent which would also house WW1 information from RAF Bircham 
Newton.  Mr Laing and his wife would be in attendance to answer questions about the 
research.  The Chairman, the Clerk would be there to run the poppy making table.  Cllr 
Langfield said that she would  help.    The Clerk would order the items for the event as set out 
in the grant application.   
ii. Armistice Service 
The Chairman gave notice that the Armistice day service would be held on Saturday 10 
November in the morning.  The Chairman said she hoped all Councillors would support this 
event.   

 
18.054 CORRESPONDENCE 
i. Houghton Music Festival   
The Chairman  would add details of how to get hold of concessionary tickets in the Newsletter, 
the Clerk had posted details on the website.  
 

 

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 11 July at 7.30pm (postponed to 18 July) 

 

 

 
 

Chairman…………………    Signed…………………….. 

 

 

 


