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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Gloria Daniels      Vice- Chairman: Malcolm Sargent       
MINUTES OF THE  COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 9 OCTOBER 2019  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, C Morley, B Mele, D French,  S Langfield,  M Carter 

and R Laing   

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk) and 1 Parishioner 

 
19.081 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the October Meeting. 
 
19.082 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllrs Howell and Hutchinson. Cllr Morley would attend later.  
 
19.083 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None 
 
19.084 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to approve the minutes of the previous meeting – Resolved 
 
19.085   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Information Only) 
King George VI School: The Council noted that  Sandringham Estate had declined to lift the 
covenants on the School  land and were in the process of negotiating the transfer from Norfolk 
County Council.  There was no further information about the plans for the land, although in the 
short term it was likely to be grazing.   A discussion about community facilities would be tabled 
in the Spring when the matters between the Estate and Norfolk County Council had concluded.       
Property Inspection: The inspection would take place on 4 November at 10.00am. 
 
19.086  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 
None. 
 
19.087  COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR WARD REPORTS 
C.Cllr Chenery was not present. 
B.Cllr Morley reported that there would be a meeting regarding CITB in November. The work 
on the Corn Exchange would start in the New Year and last for several months.  The Borough 
Council was currently working on its Homeless strategy.  
 
19.088  PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY – CO-OPTION 
There remained one vacancy. 
 
19.089 PLANNING MATTERS (INCLUDING PLANS RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE MEETING)   
i. Planning Applications:  
▪ Cllr Langfield proposed: Council to approve application 19/01643/F Stanhoe Road  - 

Resolved 
▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to approve application 19/01650/F, extension to the  Cricket 

Pavilion – Resolved 
 
ii. Planning Briefing Update 
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Cllr Langfield had attended the meeting and reported that much of the information relayed at 
this briefing was the same as the previous year.     
 
19.090  FINANCE                                        

i. Authorisation of Payments due  

▪ Cllr Sargent Proposed: Council to approve payments as listed – Resolved 

Payments         

Name Budget Heading   Gross VAT 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary September 160.65 0.00 

HMRC Clerk Salary PAYE 14.40 0.00 

Sandringham Estate Playing Field Rent 600.00 0.00 

Cardiac Science Defibrillator   2466.00 411.00 

EON Streetlighting October 73.51 3.50 

    Total 3314.56 414.50 

Income         

Name Budget Heading       

Vat Reclaim VAT   196.65   

KL&WN Borough Council Playing Field Litter Rebate 9.69   

    Total 206.34   

 

ii. Community Infrastructure Levy  – Long Meadows Development 

The Council noted that it would shortly receive a payment of £2225.25 under CIL for the 

development at Long Meadow.  The Clerk confirmed that the Council already had a CIL policy in 

place. The Clerk was required to attend a short briefing session at the Borough Council on 

spending restrictions and reporting requirements.   

iii. To approve grant payments:  

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to grant  £100 to St Mary’s Church in support of the Parish 

Newsletter - Resolved  

▪ Cllr Laing proposed: Council to grant £400 to St Mary’s Church towards the costs of 

Churchyard maintenance - Resolved  

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to grant £200.00 to  the  Community Car Scheme – Resolved 

 
19.091 HIGHWAYS 
i.  To report  Highway related complaints 
Tree debris left at the entrance to the school had been reported to Bentons. 
Streetlight on Fring Road was still not working. The Clerk had sent a photograph of the light’s 
position to ensure the engineer attended the correct post.  
ii.  Gateway Signs/Speed Reduction 
The Clerk had relayed the Council’s discussion from the last meeting to  Highways. The 
counting down 30mph signs mentioned by Cllr Hutchinson were not approved for use in 
Norfolk. 
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Cllr Carter had asked about a gateway sign at CITB section of Bircham.    It was noted that 
Highways would not permit the gateway signs to be used as repeater signs only at points where 
the speed limit is reduced.   Cllr Carter said that even if houses did not come within the parish 
boundary, the residents around RAF Bircham Newton considered themselves to be part of the 
Birchams and would like  a sign to reflect that.       
Highways would permit white posts to be used in Docking Road to mark the change from 40mph 
to 30mph to make the change more visible.  The cost would be £250.00 for two posts.   
▪ Cllr French proposed: Council to enquire about the cost of a Gateway Sign and asking for 

Cllr Chenery’s support to fund - Resolved  
iii.  Highways Parish Partnership Scheme 2020 
The Council noted that the  2019/20 scheme was now open for bids. Council would consider 
what Highways related scheme it could apply for under this scheme. The Council would have to 
pay 50% of any project.  The Council briefly discussed the Speed reactive/ SAM2 signs, Cllr 
Sargent said that although they could collect data, the Police would not respond like they did to 
the Community Speed Watch data.      
The Chairman reminded Council that the Clerk had asked  Cllrs to provide suggestions for new 
projects and improvements over the next 3 years. The list of projects would be discussed at the 
November meeting. 

 
19.092 PLAYING FIELD  
i.   Under lease with Bircham Cricket Club for Pavilion  
The Council noted that the draft lease had been sent to the Cricket Club and to Sport England 
for comment.  Sport England had asked for the timescale to be adjusted to run alongside the 
Council’s lease agreement.        
The Council noted the clause on rent, whilst there was a rent rebate and a successful 
maintenance agreement the Council would set aside the rent requirement, however if the 
Council’s rent was increased and or the rebate was no longer awarded, the clause would  give 
the Council the opportunity to mitigate any rise in costs to Bircham residents.   It was also noted 
that Sport England had requested some variations with the Council’s lease with Sandringham.   
▪ Cllr Morley  proposed: Council to relay Sport England’s proposals to Sandringham for 

comment - Resolved     
ii.   Play Equipment Replacement  
Council noted that at the previous meeting it was suggested that the Council look to replace 
the slide. The budget had an allocation for replacement equipment, but it would require 
additional funding for a slide. 
▪ Cllr French proposed: Council to investigate a replacement slide - Resolved      
       
19.093      COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
i.  Bircham Tofts Pond Renovations 
Council noted that there had been no response from Sandringham, it was unlikely now that the 
work would move forward this side of Christmas. 
ii.  Bircham In Bloom  Project 
Council noted that there had been a successful meeting with 2 additional residents joining the 
meeting. The group was now at 13 participants not including the Clerk.  The group still looked to 
the Council to lead the project, although that might change in the future,  therefore the group 
would remain part of the Parish Council with co-opted residents. Plans for 2020 included:  
working with Bircham Windmill and King’s Head Hotel, wildflowers for the spinney, crocus and 
daffodil planting and the development of Jubilee Gardens. 
 



4 
 

iii Defibrillator Project 
Cllr Mele reported that the equipment had been delivered. 

19.094     CORRESPONDENCE 
 Boundary Commission: County Wards review: The Council noted that there were no plans to 
make any changes to this County Ward 
▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to make a positive comment for the status quo - Resolved 
 
 
The next meeting would take place on 13 November at 7.30pm  
The Clerk would be away from 16-28 October. 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman………………………..   Date…………………….. 


