
Sidney Harold Easter 
Lance Corporal 13678, 9th Battalion Norfolk Regiment 
 

Sidney Easter was born on June 1st, 1893 in Bircham Tofts and baptised on June 25th. 

(Norfolk Baptisms)   He was the older brother of Robert John Easter who was also 

killed during WWI and is also commemorated on the village war memorial.   His parents 

were James, born in 1848 in Bircham Tofts and Adelaide (nee Osborne) born in 1865 

also in Bircham Tofts.  In 1901, they were recorded in the census as living in High Road 

(commonly known as Back Lane) Bircham Tofts.  James Easter was an Agricultural 

Labourer.   At this time Sidney had four brothers (Arthur, Percy, Walter and Robert) 

and two sisters (Emma and Alice) living at home.  

 

When the 1911 Census return was completed, Sidney is recorded as living with his 

Grandmother, Sarah Osborne, in Great Bircham (no precise address is given.)  His 

occupation is given as Farm Labourer.  The Easter family had continued to grow and the 

census shows that three additional sons had been born to James and Adelaide and they 

were living in the main family home.  They were Albert, Rupert and Herbert, born in 

1902, 1904 and 1906 respectively. 

 

Sidney enlisted in the Norfolk Regiment in Norwich.  No exact date is available.  He was 

killed in action on September 15th, 1916 in an attack on the Quadrilateral Ginchy / 

Leuze Wood area.  The battalion suffered heavy casualties with 431 other ranks and 17 

officers killed, wounded or missing. (This information was obtained from the Norfolk 

Regimental Museum, Norwich)  Sidney Easter is commemorated on the Thiepval 

Memorial, Somme, France, Pier and Face 1 C and 1 D.  His Medal Roll shows that he 

received the 1914/15 Star which was awarded to officers and men of British and 

Imperial forces who served during 1914/1915.  He would also have received the British 

War Medal and the Victory Medal.  (I have no idea if these medals were claimed by his 

family.) 

  

Unlike his brother Robert, Sidney did not not leave a Soldier’s Will but the Soldier’s 

Effects Register shows that a War Gratuity of £8.10s.0d was paid to his mother 

Adelaide on October 7th, 1919.  

 

 

 

 I am deeply indebted to Mr Brian Briston of Dersingham for the photographs which 

accompany this information.  Sidney and  Robert Easter were his Great Uncles. 

  


