Bircham Parish Council

Code of Conduct

(Adopted at the parish council meeting held on July 4th
2012)

Introduction

Pursuant to section 27 of the Localism Act 2011, Bircham Parish Council (‘the
Council’) has adopted this Code of Conduct to promote and maintain high
standards of behaviour by its members and co-opted members whenever they
conduct the business of the Council including the business of the office to which
they were elected or appointed or when they claim to act or give the impression
of acting as a representative of the Council.

This Code of Conduct is based on the principles of selflessness, integrity,
objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty, and leadership.

Definitions,

For the purposes of this Code, a ‘co-opted member’ is a person who is not a
member of the Council but who is either a member of any committee or sub-
committee of the Council, or a member of, and represents the Council on any
joint committee or joint sub-committee of the Council, and who is entitled to vote
on any question that falls to be decided at any meeting of that committee or sub-

committee.

For the purposes of this Code, a ‘meeting’ is a meeting of the Council, any of its

committees, sub-committees, joint committees or joint sub-committees.

For the purposes of this Code, and unless otherwise expressed, a reference to a



member of the Council includes a co-opted member of the Council.

Member obligations

When a member of the Council acts, claims to act or gives the impression of

acting as a representative of the Council, he/she has the following obligations.

1. He/she shall behave in such a way that a reasonable person would regard

as respectful.

1. He/she shall not act in a way which a reasonable person would regard as
bullying or intimidatory.

1. He/she shall not seek to improperly confer an advantage or disadvantage
on any person.

1. He/she shall use the resources of the Council in accordance with its

requirements.

1. He/she shall not disclose information which is confidential or where

disclosure is prohibited by law.

Registration of interests

6. Within 28 days of this Code being adopted by the Council, or the member’s election or the
co-opted member’s appointment (where that is later), he/she shall register with the
Monitoring Officer the interests which fall within the categories set out in Appendices A
and B.

7 Upon the re-election of a member or the re-appointment of a co-opted member, he/she
shall within 28 days re-register with the Monitoring Officer any interests in Appendices A
and B.

a. A member shall register with the Monitoring



° Exercising independent judgement and not compromising my position by
placing myself under obligations to outside individuals or organisations who
might seek to influence the way | perform my duties as a member/co-opted
member of this authority.

° Listening to the interests of all parties, including relevant advice from statutory
and other professional officers, taking all relevant information into
consideration, remaining objective and making decisions on merit.

® Being accountable for my decisions and co-operating when scrutinised
internally and externally, including by local residents.

* Contributing to making this authority’s decision-making processes as open and
transparent as possible to enable residents to understand the reasoning
behind those decisions and to be informed when holding me and other
members to account but restricting access to information when the wider public
interest or the law requires it.

* Behaving in accordance with all our legal obligations, alongside any
requirements contained within this authority’s policies, protocols and
procedures, including on the use of the Authority’s resources.

® Valuing my colleagues and staff and engaging with them in an appropriate
manner and one that underpins the mutual respect between us that is
essential to good local government.

° Always treating people with respect, including the organisations and public |
engage with and those | work alongside.

* Providing leadership through behaving in accordance with these principles
when championing the interests of the community with other organisations
as well as within this authority.

| agree to abide by the Authority’s rules relating to the registration and disclosure
of interests.

Councillor



