
Arthur Albert Hammond  
Private 13697, 1st Battalion Norfolk Regiment 
 
Arthur Hammond was born in Great Bircham in 1895 (England & Wales Births 

1837-2006)  His parents, also born in Great Bircham, were William (born 1860)  and 

Ellen (nee Sadler, born 1858). 

 
By the 1901 Census, the family were living in Lynn Road, Great Bircham and William’s 

occupation was Steward on Farm.   Arthur was part of a very large family and in 1911 he 

had five elder brothers and two elder sisters.  There were also two younger brothers 

and a younger sister.  One of the elder brothers was Frank, who would also be killed 

during World War I and is also honoured on the village war memorial.  By 1911, Arthur 

had left school and was working as a Grocer’s Errand Boy.  William, the father, was still 

a Farm Steward.  The family were still living in Great Bircham. 

 

Information received from the Norfolk Regimental Museum confirms that Arthur 

enlisted in the 1st Battalion in Norwich.  They were unable to supply the exact date for 

his enlistment.  The 1st Battalion arrived at Verbranden Molen near Ypres in Belgium in  

March 1915.  They were heavily involved in what is known as the Second Battle of Ypres 

and according to information received from the Regimental Museum, they spent the 

whole of June 1915 in and out of the trenches at Verbranden Molen.  The casualties for 

that month were 22 killed and 123 wounded. (1st Norfolk Regiment War Diary for June 

1915).   Private Arthur Hammond was killed in action on June 8th.  He did not reach his 

twentieth birthday.  

 

His death is commemorated on the Norfolk Regiment Panel on the Menin Gate Memorial 

in Ypres, Belgium.  This is a Memorial to the Missing and contains the names of 54,395 

British and Commonwealth soldiers who died fighting around Ypres but whose bodies 

were never identified or found.  (When the memorial was completed after the war, it 

was discovered that it was too small to contain all the names as originally planned.  An 

arbitrary cut-off point of August 15, 1917 was chosen. The names of a further 34,984 

United Kingdom soldiers who were killed after that date and whose bodies were never 

found or identified are inscribed on the Tyne Cot Cemetery Memorial to the Missing 

instead).  

 

Private Hammond’s Medal Roll shows he was awarded the Victory Medal and the British 

Medal.  Whether these were claimed by the family is unsure.  (He was also eligible to 

receive the 1914-15 Star because of his service in France during 1915, but I have been 

unable to find any record of it having been awarded.) 

 

Arthur Hammond left an informal will, simply written out in his Pay Book as follows: 

‘In the event of my death I give the whole of my property and effects to Mrs W 

Hammond, Great Bircham, King’s Lynn, Norfolk.’ 



 

The Soldiers’ Effects Register shows that War Gratuity of £2.7s.11d was paid to his 

mother, Ellen, in September 1920. 

 

I am deeply indebted to Mervyn Hammond of Burnham-on-Crouch, Essex for access to 

family and military documents on Arthur Albert Hammond and Frank Augustus 

Hammond.  Arthur and Frank were his Great Uncles. 


