
 

James Edward King  
Rifleman 592994, 18th Bn. London Regt. (London Irish Rifles) 
 
According to the 1891 Census return, James aged eight years old and his mother Ann 

(born 1848) were living at Mill Cottage, Heath Road, Bircham Magna.  The head of the 

household was William Lack, Widower aged forty eight.  His occupation was given as 

Journeyman Miller.  Ann King was William Lack’s sister-in-law and was his Housekeeper. 

The final member of the household was Elizabeth Lack, born 1815.  Elizabeth was 

widowed and also listed as William’s sister-in-law. 

 

By the 1901 Census, only William Lack and Ann King were listed.  The address was now 

The Mill, Great Bircham and William was still a Journeyman Miller.  James King had 

moved away and was listed on the census return for Normanton House, Leake Road, 

Normanton on Soar, Loughborough.  He was employed as a Footman (Domestic) in a very 

large household headed by Jonathan M Tidmas. 

 

In 1911 William Lack and Ann King were still in Great Bircham but there was no 

indication on the census return that they were still at The Mill.  The occupation of 

William, now aged 68 years old, was given as Labourer.  James King had moved to 

Narborough Hall, Swaffham and was working as a Butler Domestic. 

 

I have been unable to find any service record for James King so cannot detail when he 

enlisted or when he went to France.   However the Medal Roll shows that he was 

awarded the Victory and British Medals.  The Effects Register details a payment to his 

mother, Ann(e) King, of £34.7s.2d on January 31st 1920 of which £17.0s.0d was 

gratuity for death in service.  There is some confusion as to exactly when he died.  The 

Soldiers’ Effects Register states that he died on 23rd October 1918, however CWGC 

records give the date of death as October 25th.  It is also important to state that the 

CWGC records indicate that he was a prisoner of war at that time.  No details of 

exactly where he was held are given.  

 

He is buried in Belgrade Cemetery, Namur, Belgium. Ref III. C. 8. 

 

 

 

  

 


