
 

Bircham - Annual Parish Meeting 2020 
 

BIRCHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - WEDNESDAY  11 MARCH 2020  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:   Parish Council G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent,  C Morley, S Langfield   

                            P Sewell (Clerk)   
     Residents  R Daniels,  J Royall and  M Royall 

 

1.  WELCOME 

Parish Council Chairman Gloria Daniels opened the meeting and asked attendees to sign in. 

 

2.  TO AGREE THE MINUTES OF THE 2019 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

• The meeting received and approved the minutes of the 201( Annual Parish Meeting 

as a true record - Resolved.     

 

3. MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST YEAR’S MEETING 

The Chairman gave an update on items raised at the 2019 meeting. 

Speed Reduction 

The Council secured grant funding through the Partnership agreement with Norfolk County 

Council and the Gateway signs were installed last summer at key access points around the 

parish, the signs highlighted the change in the  speed limit and reinforced the need for drivers 

to respect the village speed limits. 

Post Office services 

The mobile Post Office had been operating for nearly 12 months and had proved to be so well 

supported that additional days had been added to the route. It was great to see the community 

supporting this initiative after so many years of the Council lobbying for the service. 

Bentons - Long Meadow 

The development at Long Meadow was now well underway with work on the new footpath 

completed and the first residents moved in.  In addition to the footpath, the Parish would also 

benefit from this development via the Community Infrastructure Levy.     

Parish and Borough Council Elections  

At the elections on 2 May, Jane Cuthell did not stand and shortly afterwards Claire Wright –

Thompson stood down and  Ron Laing was co-opted however there remained one vacancy. The 

Chairman thanked Andrew Morrison who had retired as the Borough Councillor and 

congratulated  Chris Morley who had been elected in his stead.     

 
4. BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT  TO 2020 MEETING  
Finances 

The Council had kept to within the budget set last year, it had also secured grant funding for the 

Defibrillator and the grant for the Gateway signs. The quarterly financial reports were 

published on the website, and monthly payments were listed in the Council minutes.   The 

Council had set a budget for the forthcoming year which would see a rise in expenditure.  

However,  with careful use of its reserves and increase to the tax base,  the amount households 

pay would remain the same as this year i.e.  Band  D property would stay at  £47.41 per annum.  
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Parish Maintenance 

The Council had done its best to keep the village  clean and tidy  by: 

 - relayed relevant issues to Norfolk County Council and Borough Council   

 - relied on the support of Malcolm Page for grass cutting and tidying the Spinney.  

- supported the work of Peter Hambly who looks after the village pond and its surroundings 

with great dedication.  Richard Foster who had also been volunteering for many years had 

stepped down,  the Council were grateful for all his years of support. 

- Reminded dog walkers to clear up after their dogs. 

 

Recreation Ground 

The equipment had once again been well used especially over the summer months. The Council 

was grateful to Cllr. Mele for ensuring the equipment was safe and passed ROSPA inspection.  

The Council thanked Bircham Cricket Club for  keeping the grass well maintained and 

congratulated the Club on its success having been awarded substantial funds for the pavilion 

extension.   In order that the area, be enjoyed by all it was stressed that dog owners must keep 

their dogs on leads on the Recreation Ground and dog mess was disposed of in the correct (red) 

bins and not the blue bin by the play area.  

 

Planning 

The Council had reviewed 9 planning applications over the year. A considerable amount of time 

had been spent scrutinising the numerous applications relating to Cherry Ridge on the Docking 

Road, but like Long Meadows after a number of years the work had started with the welcome 

extension of the footpath  The Chairman observed that on the whole KL&WN  Borough Council 

planning had this year had been mindful of  the Council’s concerns and observations. 

 

Other items of note 

- The Parish now had two defibrillator units, one provided by the Council at the Social Club 

and the second at the County Stores by the French family. The Clerk had organised 

information sessions (now postponed) 

- The latest position on the School is that it would transfer back to the Sandringham Estate. 

The precise details of the handover were a matter between the County and the Estate, and 

these remained under discussion, therefore the future plans for the site had not yet been 

confirmed.   

- The Council had continued its annual support of the Great Massingham Community Car 

Scheme.  

- The Council had contributed to the maintenance of the church yard at St Mary’s Church, to 

allow the PCC to concentrate on raising funds for the necessary improvements inside the 

Church.  

- The Council considered the village newsletter to be a great asset and was grateful to the 

Church for its publication and to those that deliver it to our homes. The Council made grant 

of £100.00 to help meet production costs.    

- Councillors and the Clerk carried out the annual  inspection of Council assets in November 

and maintained a rolling plan of refurbishment and repairs.   

- Cllr Langfield, the Parish Footpath Warden, had carried on her excellent work inspecting the  

local rights of way, highlighting issues with signage and overgrown Green Lanes with 
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Norfolk County Council.  A project to further improve use and maintenance of  our Footpaths 

was being developed.  

- The new community initiative Bircham In Bloom had been very successful in its first year 

and achieved a Silver award after the  judging last July. 

 

Looking forward 

Community Infrastructure Levy – The Council would be in receipt of funds under the CIL 

scheme so it would be looking at how best to invest in the local infrastructure, several projects 

have been identified, the first of which would be in Stanhoe Road – The Council had bid for 

match funding to create a trod on the verge along a section of Stanhoe Road linking Church Lane 

with the pond. Some restorative work was required at the Tofts Pond to maintain the integrity 

of  the  banks and the Council was liaising with Sandringham Estate on how to achieve this.  

Recreation Ground - The Council had applied for a grant to replace the old slide with a slightly 

larger unit with improvements to the surface underneath.  The Council would also look at 

improving the pedestrian access into the Recreation Ground from Lynn Road as well as 

expanding the range of play equipment to include an outside gym. 

 

5. BIRCHAM SPEED WATCH – MALCOLM SARGENT COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH COORDINATOR 

Mr Sargent outlined the work of the team. He reported that in September 2019 for example, the 

team had spent 60 minutes monitoring traffic. This had resulted in 19 speeding vehicles 

reported and 17 letters issued by Norfolk Police to drivers.   In the October Norfolk Police 

Enforcement team then spent the reciprocal amount of time monitoring vehicles, any one 

anyone recorded as driving over 50mph in a 30mph limit had been visited by the Police.     Mr 

Sargent said that with a larger team more monitoring  could be done. 

 

6. BIRCHAM IN BLOOM – MRS SEWELL PARISH CLERK 

Bircham In Bloom was a community initiative to encourage residents to invest in the Parish in 

part to make things attractive in Last year’s group worked well at short notice to put together 

a successful entry which netted a Silver Award in the Anglia In Bloom competition. This year 

residents have already seen the results of a few hardy volunteers work to plant crocus, later 

there would be daffodils and other spring plants. Two rose beds had been laid out and planted 

on Jubilee Gardens. It was also hoped to expand the baskets and planting this year to include 

other parts of the parish.  This was a community group so all were welcome to do as little or a 

much as they could to make the parish bloom.  

 

7. OPEN FORUM 

None. 

    

The Chairman closed the meeting at  8.04pm and thanked fellow Councillors and the Clerk for 

their support over the past year. 

 

 

Chairman ---------------------------------    Date --------------------------- 


