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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY  29 NOVEMBER 2017  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:   M Sargent (Chairman) B Mele, R Hutchinson, C Thompson-Wright, D French,  

                            M Carter and C Morley. 

IN ATTENDANCE:  P Sewell (Clerk)   

 

17.105 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN  

Cllr Sargent would act as Chairman in Cllr Daniel’s absence, he signed the Declaration of 

Acceptance was signed for the meeting.  

 
17.106 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllrs Daniels, Howell, Cuthell and Langfield.  
   
17.107 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Cllr Sargent declared a personal interest in the planning application 17/01390/FM as he 

lived opposite the site and had previously objected to the application, he would not vote on 

the proposal.  

 

17.108 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council to approve the minutes of 25 October 2017 - Resolved 

 
17.109 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

Recreation Ground:  The Chairman reported that Councillors had supported the installation 

of a height restriction barrier at the entrance to the Recreation Ground.  The Council noted 

that the cost was likely to be around £600-£700.  The Clerk would write to Sandringham Estate 

for approval, before taking the matter any further. 

Footpath Warden: The Chairman reported that Cllr Langfield had completed her inspection 

and issues identified had been raised with Highways.  The report would be taken at the next 

meeting when Cllr Langfield was present. 

Streetlighting: The Clerk confirmed that the contract which started on 1 December had been 

signed and returned. The day burner on Lynn Road had been reported. 

Dog Bin: Cllr Carter said he noted that a new dog bin had been purchased for the Recreation 

Ground and asked that if he could repair the old one, it might be put up in Bagthorpe Road. 

The item would be put on the agenda for the next meeting as the exact location and emptying 

costs would need to be approved.  

 

17.110 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 

No questions. 
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17.111 REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 

B. Cllr Morrison asked if the Council was aware of the changes proposed by the Boundary 

Commission and that Bircham would move out of the Docking Ward into the Rudhams Ward.  

B.Cllr Morrison said it was likely he would retire and not stand the next Borough election. 

 

C. Cllr Chenery  spoke about the Boundary Commission as The Rudhams was currently his 

ward.  C.Cllr Chenery said he had spoken to the County Council about the school and had an 

undertaking that they would regularly check the site, contact details of the officer were 

passed to the Clerk.   He understood that nothing would happen for some time as work was 

required to investigate title.  There was a discussion about the feasibility of reopening the 

school, the planned expansion of Docking was cited as ground for a review.   C.Cllr Chenery 

suggested that the Council contact C.Cllr Stuart Dark to outline its case.   

 

17.112 PLANNING MATTERS  

17/01704/RM and 17/01738/F: Cherry Ridge, Docking Road – amendments 

17/01704/RM: The Council noted that the applicant had identified sufficient parking spaces 

to meet the Parish Council’s objection.  The width of the property had also been reduced by 

a small margin 1.2 metres, but this was subject to further discussion as the planner had 

queried the measurements.  No further comments at this stage. 

17/01738/F:  The Council was pleased to note the amendment which relocated the 

proposed garage/cart shed and there was now no development proposed outside the 

village envelope.    

 

17/02142/F: Cherry Ridge, Docking Road There had been a further application relating to 

the existing property to reinstate the original driveway, and keeping the current driveway as 

maintenance access only. 

▪  Cllr French proposed: Council offer no objection to the application - Resolved 

 

17/01390/FM:  Long Meadow - Proposed demolition of existing dwelling and construction 

of 12 residential dwellings  

The Council noted that the application was a resubmission of the application which had 

permission up until May 2017.    
▪ Cllr French proposed: The Council to ask Bentons to consider gifting the wooded area 

to the Village - Resolved   

▪ Cllr Wright – Thompson proposed: Council to support the application, but with a 

caveat about the length of the footpath and dropped kerbs, a strong local criterion 

would be required for the affordable houses and to restate concern about the access 

onto Lynn Road – Resolved 

 

17.113 FINANCE                                        

Authorisation of Payments due 

▪ Cllr Mele proposed: Council approve payments as listed - Resolved 
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Transparency Code Grant 

The Council noted receipt of £625.54 in grant funding to meet the extra staff cost of setting 

up the website.  The award also covered an allowance for extra hours to maintain the site.  

 

 Precept and Budget 2018-2019   

The Council discussed the budget and the precept for the 2018-2019.  The Council noted some 

determining factors to consider at the January meeting. 

Increase in the cost of the maintenance of the recreation ground – Request of 20% i.e. £180 

held for 3 years 

Allow for an increase in expenditure for general maintenance 

Allocate an amount for the WW1 commemoration 

Roll forward the unused allocation for additional equipment on the recreation ground  

Cllr Hutchinson asked the Clerk to set options for the precept for the next meeting. 

 

New Audit system 

The Council noted that the new audit system was in place for small Councils. The Council 

would still have to complete an Annual Return, but they would no longer have to submit this 

to the Auditor unless there was a query.   PKF Littlejohn had replaced Mazars as the external 

auditor.  

  

17.114      CITB BIRCHAM CLOSURE   

The Clerk had sent a letter to Sir Henry Bellingham MP to raise concern about the proposed 

closure and to lend support to his campaign. Sir Henry had suggested writing to the CITB Chief 

Executive with concerns and had plans to set up a task force.  B.Cllr Morrison thanked the 

Clerk for the copy of Sir Henry’s letter, he stated that the issue had not yet been discussed by 

Docking Parish Council, but he would contact them to advise them of  Bircham Parish Council’s 

position.   

Payments   £ 

Name Budget Heading  Gross 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary November 175.05 

Royal British Legion s.137 Wreath Poppy Appeal 25.00 

Bircham Social Club Room Hire 6 bookings                      120.00  

Pearce & Kemp Ltd* Streetlighting 2017-2018 62.40                         

Earth Anchors Recreation Ground Dog Bin                      170.34  

EON Streetlighting November                        54.14  

  Total 606.93 

Income    

Name Budget Heading   

HM Government Transparency Code  624.54 

  Total 624.54 
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▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to write to the CITB Chief Executive and to take up Sir 

Henry’s offer of a place on the task force - Resolved    

 

17.115   GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS – IMPACT ON THE COUNCIL 

The Council noted the Clerk’s note about the impact of the new regulations which would 

come into force in May 2018.   The Council did process personal information and outlined in 

the report were steps that the Council should take.   The Chairman stated that in the short 

term there would be some extra work with additional money required for training as well as 

registration at £35.00.     

 
17.116      CORRESPONDENCE 

Mayor’s Award for Business: The Council considered the Awards’ criteria 

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to nominate the local shop and cafe- Resolved    

The Chairman would discuss the wording of the nomination with Cllr Daniels. 

 

 

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 10th January 2018  


