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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
The next Parish Council Meeting   

10 March 2021 after the Annual Parish Meeting at 7.30pm – Zoom 

 

Dog Mess: The Parish Council is extremely disappointed to receive several complaints 

from families with young children about dog fouling on some of the rights of way around 

the village over the past month.  Rights of ways and the lanes are public places and as such 

you are required to pick up any mess left by your dog, failure to do so can result in a fine 

of up to £1000.    

 

2021/2022 Budget: The Council has approved the budget for 2021/2022, it has agreed 

to use a proportion of the reserves to keep the precept charge to householders at the 

same level as last year, therefore a Band D charge will remain at £47.41. 

 

New Parish Clerk: The Council are very pleased to welcome Maxine Hayes as the new 

Bircham Parish Clerk.  Maxine will take over on 1 March, please note that the Council email 

and telephone number will also change.  The new details are set out below. 

 

Defibrillator: A reminder that there are two 24hour access defibrillator units one at the 

Bircham Country Stores and one at Bircham Social Club, dial 999 as you would do in an 

emergency and if required you will be directed to the nearest unit. The units are housed 

in heated cabinets which require a pin code so you must ring 999 first.  
 

Vaccinations: The top four priority groups should have received their offer of a first jab, 

but anyone 70 years of age and over and also clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 

who have not received an appointment, then please contact your GP, ring 119 or online at 

www.nhs.uk/covidvaccination. 

 

Annual Bircham Parish Meeting of Electors 
All Welcome - To be held on Wednesday 10 March at 7.30pm on Zoom 

The agenda and access to the meeting will be published on the website and on the local 

noticeboards 

 

Mobile Post Office  

Located at Bircham Social Club Carpark - Opening times are as follows: 

Mon 10.45 – 11.30 * Tues 10.45—11.30 * Thurs 10.45—11.30 * Fri 11.30—12.15 

Parish Clerk: Maxine Hayes   

birchamparishcouncil@gmail.co.uk – 07456460580 

www.birchamparishcouncil.wixsite.com/birchamparishcouncil 
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CENSUS 2021 

The 2021 Census will take place on 21st March. The main method of completing the return 

will be online although if you are unable to respond this way, you can order a paper form. The 

returns should only take around 10 minutes to complete. Packs will be sent to out all homes 

in early March with instructions on how to fill in the form or access paper copies.  

https://census.gov.uk/ 

 

Need Support - Ask Lily 

The West Norfolk support directory at:  www.asklily.org.uk can provide help with getting supplies 

or deliveries through the Lockdown period as well as highlighting support and activities that may 

reduce social isolation. 
 

 

Weather in Bircham 

The series of wet months was maintained when January produced a further 4.5” of rain, bringing 

the total from August to 23.8”, so compare that with a figure of 24.4” for the whole of the year 

in 2013 and it’s hardly surprising that there was a lot of surface flooding around locally. It was 

also cold, the average maximum/minimum temperature being 4.7/1.7C compared to last year’s 

January figures of 8.3/4.6C, although the numbers represented consistently low temperatures 

rather than any extremes, supported by the fact that only the 19th and 20th saw daytime 

temperatures rise above 10C. All the usual characters seem to be present too; a NE wind blew 

for the first week, a fog descended on the 7th and persisted until late on the 9th, rain turned to 

snow on the 14th, then snow turned back to rain on the 16th. There followed an incursion of 

Atlantic air that brought storm Christoph on the 21st which unleashed overnight gales, then it 

was back to snow showers on the 23rd. Amongst all this was a completely sunny day on the 25th 

(remember December 25th?) so all that was missing was the Beast from the East (2). 

Bryan 

 

 

St.Mary’s 100 Club Monthly Draw 
 

The February winning numbers are, 1st Prize, £25, number 6, and 2nd Prize, £10, number 78. 

John Lilliweb 

 

 

Lockdown brings WI Members together 

 

Stanhoe & Barwick WI have found new ways to keep in touch during the lockdowns. It's been 

challenging, being unable to meet since March 2020 and with members spread across 11 

villages. Nevertheless, the ladies kept in contact with one another, offering support and having 

a 'mardle'. A rota ensures that everyone is phoned regularly and all have welcomed the 

opportunity to chat, many finding that they know one another so much better now. 

 



A successful Christmas raffle, with prizes donated by local businesses and members, raised 

over £180 for funds. This is now being used to provide little surprises for all members. 

Valentine's bookmarks were made by Vice-President Nicki Smith and distributed to all 29 

members, who warmly appreciated the thought. The committee are now hard at work 

organising an Easter gift. 

 

The next step is to look at offering regular Zoom chats and Zoom speakers.  

 

Stanhoe and Barwick WI's Facebook page gives further details of recent activities. New 

members are always welcome! 

 

Valerie Robson 

Secretary 
 

 

MAGPIE CENTRE LOOKS FORWARD TO 2021 

 

Now that the Covid vaccination programme is gathering pace, the Magpie Centre, home of 

West Norfolk Riding for the Disabled Association, based at Wallington Hall, South Runcton, is 

looking towards a brighter future. 

November 2019 saw a pilot session of “Tea With a Pony”, aimed at people living with dementia, 

and their carers.  Participants enjoyed tea and cakes, had a ‘meet and greet’ session with some 

of the ponies, and enjoyed handling items of tack and grooming kit. 

Care home supervisors reported that residents had been very much stimulated by their visit 

and had continued to talk about it for days afterwards. 

Monthly “Tea With a Pony” meetings, scheduled to start in spring 2020, were put on hold, 

because of the pandemic, but are now re-scheduled to begin when current restrictions are 

lifted. 

The Magpie Centre is also creating a Sensory Garden, including a variety of scented plants in 

raised beds, and a water feature, for participants to enjoy, and work on this is progressing 

apace. One of the features has a ‘seaside’ theme. 

Therefore, we need a small, wooden dinghy, which, upturned, as a planter, will form the 

centrepiece of this, plus several varieties of ornamental grasses. 

We also need clematis and jasmine plants/cuttings, to grow up the newly-erected fences, so if 

you have any offcuts, or might like to donate funds towards this project, please visit www.rda-

westnorfolk.org.uk; email me c.dudley@success-in-english.co.uk or call 01553 828935. We 

should be most grateful for any help you can offer towards this exciting project. 
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