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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairman: Gloria Daniels        Vice Chairman: Malcolm Sargent      

MINUTES OF THE  COUNCIL MEETING ON  WEDNESDAY 13 NOVEMBER  2019  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT: G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent, C Morley, B Mele,  S Langfield,  M Carter, D French,  

                D Howell and R Laing   

IN ATTENDANCE: P Sewell (Clerk) and 1 Parishioner 

 
19.095  CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the last meeting of 2019. 
 
19.096 TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Hutchinson 
 
19.097 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllrs Howell, Cllr French both declared an interest in agenda items pertaining to Bircham Cricket 
Club and the Playing Field lease and took no part in the vote or discussion. 
 
19.098  TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to approve the minutes of the October meeting - Resolved 

 
19.099  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Information Only) 
CIL Payment: The Council noted the first CIL payment had been received for Long Meadows, this 
was the inaugural payment and there should be two more payments over the next two financial 
years.  Council to note that the money would be ring fenced for infrastructure projects. 
Pond:  There has been no further communication from Sandringham so any plans would have to 
roll over until the Spring. 
WW1: Cllr Laing reported that he had met with a relative of Robert and George England and had 
taken photographs of newspaper obituaries and medals held by the family.   
 
19.100 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THE AGENDA 
NONE 
 
19.101  COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR WARD REPORTS 
Cllr Chenery asked if Bircham had any old milestones as there was a concerted effort throughout 
the county to restore the milestones and also reported that Toft Lodge planning application had 
been approved, Cllr French confirmed that approval included the Parish Council’s requested 
condition.   The Cllr also confirmed that Council was aware of the plans to hand back the school 
land. 
Cllr Morley reported on the plans to retain the swimming pool at CITB under Alive Leisure, it was 
well used including 10 schools, 110 private memberships plus other groups such as the Stroke 
Club.  

 
19.102 PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY – CO-OPTION 
The Chairman stated that there had been an expression of interest however the person had been 
unable to attend. 
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19. 103 PLANNING MATTERS (INCLUDING PLANS RECEIVED PRIOR TO THE MEETING)   
I. Planning Applications:  The Council noted that a further application to amend the agreed 
Cherry Ridge design had been submitted, the previous plan had been withdrawn.  The applicant 
had sent his apologies to the Council for the confusion.  The condition on the Highways scheme 
could not be discharged until the work had been completed.   The planning officer and Highways 
were mindful of the Council’s concerns and the original S.106 agreement, the officer undertook 
to address those concerns in her final report.   

 
19.104 FINANCE                                        

i. Authorisation of Payments due 

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to authorise payments due as listed – Resolved 

Payments     

Name Budget Heading Gross VAT Cheque No. 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary 160.65 0.00 100944 

HMRC Clerk Salary 14.40 0.00 100945 

RBL Poppy appeal Donation 30.00 0.00 100946 

St Marys' Church Newsletter 100.00 0.00 100947 

St Mary's Church Churchyard 400.00 0.00 " 

G. Mass. Com. Car Scheme Car Scheme 200.00 0.00 100948 

P Hambly Pond 227.00 0.00 100949 

Social Club Room Hire 40.00 0.00 100950 

Pearce and Kemp Ltd Street Lighting 62.40 10.40 100951 

EON Streetlighting 75.97 3.62 DD 

  1310.42 14.02  

Income     

Name Budget Heading   Pay In  

KL&WN BC CIL 2225.25  BACs 

Barclays Interest 4.22  BACs 

  2229.47   

 

ii. Future Projects 

The Council considered the list of suggestions proposed by councillors. Projects selected to be 

carried forward over the next 18 months subject to funding.    

1 Installation of Defib/ Training £2500 Funds in Place 

2 Replace Slide and Base   £6K! Windfarm/Precept 

3 Tofts Pond/ Renovations £5K  Precept/CIL 

4 Trod  £3K! PP Scheme/CIL 

5 Rec.Ground Pedestrian Entrance N/K Windfarm/Precept 

 The project to invest in the portable SAM2 signs was not supported, due in part to the need for 

volunteers to move the units from site to site.   Other projects such as outdoor gym equipment, 

LED streetlights, other Trods were supported but would be considered  for 2021/2022. 
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19.105 HIGHWAYS 
i.  To report  Highway related complaints -   
The Council noted that all streetlights were now working. The Council noted a complaint from a 
resident regarding walkers trespassing on private property as the Green Lane opposite Tofts 
pond was not being maintained properly. The matter had been referred to Highways.         
ii.  Norfolk Pathways Project Report  
Cllr Carter had attended the Norfolk Footpaths Project Seminar and spoke of the benefits of 
Parishes’ monitoring and promoting their local rights of way.  Cllr Carter provided details of the 
Highways Fault Reporting Scheme which everyone could use to report problems with rights of 
ways and roads.  Cllr Langfield said that she would be prepared to coordinate a Footpath group 
of volunteers to improve and promote access of local footpaths and Green Lanes. 
iii.  Gateway Sign- Docking Road  
The Clerk reported that  the cost of  one gateway sign in Docking Road where the 40mph changed 
to 30mph had increased and would now cost £773.00 plus installation. White posts were 
£152.00 each plus £250.00 installation for two. 
▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council to request two white posts to mark speed limit change, if Cllr 

Chenery would also lend support from his budget – Resolved. 
Cllr Carter  referred to his comments at the previous meeting regarding a gateway sign for the 
RAF Bircham Newton area, the Clerk confirmed that Highways would not permit the gateway 
signs to be used as repeater signs.  Cllr Carter said that he would like to see a welcome the 
Birchams sign in the RAF Bircham area. 
iv.  Highways Parish Partnership Scheme 2020 
The Chairman stated that the deadline to apply was only a few weeks away, however based on 
the discussion on the earlier Agenda item the Council had already chosen a suitable project: A 
trod for Stanhoe Road.  The Clerk would liaise with Highways to cost out the project. 
  
19.106. PLAYING FIELD  
i.   Under lease with Bircham Cricket Club for Pavilion –  
The Chairman reported that although the Council had agreed to put  additional requests from 
Sport England  to the Estate.  Sport England had changed their position and  had agreed that if 
the Council agreed to consider and raise its recommendations when negotiating the next  lease 
in 8 years, they would consider that sufficient to meet their due diligence requirements. The 
Clerk confirmed that this only obliged the Council to discuss it in the context of a new lease at 
the end of the current lease.  The Clerk had no issue with giving such an undertaking without 
prejudice.  
▪ Cllr Morley proposed:  Council to consider and raise Sport England’s recommendations 

when negotiating the next  lease in 8 years’ time - Resolved 
The Council noted that the Clerk  would instruct the Solicitor to provide a final draft once the 
letter had been accepted, the Estate should then provide the variation of the lease.   
ii.   Play Equipment Replacement  
Cllr French referred to the details he had circulated for a replacement slide and new safety 
surface. The proposed slide was larger so could cater for a wider age range. The cost would be 
£6500.00 plus the removal costs of the old slide. The Clerk stated that Council would need to 
take £500 plus from its reserves to cover the shortfall in budget provision.    
▪ Cllr Langfield proposed:  Cllr French to confirm removal costs and prepare grant 

application if full cost not too prohibitive - Resolved    
       
 
 



 
 

4 
 

19.107.      COMMUNITY PROJECTS 
i.  Bircham In Bloom  Project: The Chairman confirmed that Crocus bulbs had been planted on 
the verges at the Village Sign,  War Memorial and Jubilee Gardens.  
ii.  Defibrillator Project: The Council noted that Cllr Mele was not able to connect the unit as 
planned.  Clerk would contact an electrician to provide a quote.  
 
19.108     CORRESPONDENCE 
Website accessibility regulations: Clerk to look into what was required to ensure the website 
was compatible. 
Dog Fouling:  The Council noted the complaint from a resident about repeat dog fouling on the 
Lane near Town Farm Barns.  Clerk would report the concern in the Newsletter.  
              

The next meeting would take place on 8 January 2020 at 7.30pm.  

 

Chairman………………….……..                                                           Date………………. 

 


