
George England 
Corporal 9288, 2nd Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment. 
 
George England was born in Snettisham in 1891.  His parents were James Thomas 

England, also born in Snettisham (1854) and Alice Elizabeth (nee Vincent) born in 

Littleport, Cambridgeshire (1863).   

 

In 1891 the family were living in Snettisham and James was a Farm Labourer and 

George had two elder brothers, William and Robert. 

 

By the 1901 Census the family had moved to Harpley Dams, Lynn Road, Flitcham cum 

Appleton and James, the father was still a Farm Labourer. 

 

At the time of the 1911 Census, George England was already serving in the regular army. 

He is recorded on the census return for Colchester Barracks as being a Private in the 

West Yorkshire Regiment.  Information received from the York Army Museum confirms 

that he was definitely serving with the 2nd Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment prior to 

the outbreak of the First World War.  In fact in August 1914, the 2nd Battalion 

including George England (now Corporal), were on their way back from a posting in India 

and were in Malta.  They reached UK on 25th September 1914 and were put under the 

orders of 23rd Brigade, 8th Division.   

 

The battalion was posted out to France in early November 1914, arriving at Le Havre on 

November 5th.  They were in and around the Western Front in France throughout 1915 

and were then involved in the Battle of the Somme, including the infamous opening day 

of the battle on 1st July 1916. 

 

On 1st January 1917, the 2nd Battalion West Yorkshire Regiment were in support 

trenches at Priez Farm about 16 kilometres east of Albert.  One of the shelters 

housing men of D Company, 2nd Battalion, was hit by a shell, resulting in the deaths of 

five men.  Corporal England was one of those men. 

 

Documents retrieved from the CWGC archives show that Corporal England was 

originally buried at Priez Farm Cemetery but his body was later exhumed after part of 

that cemetery was destroyed by shellfire.  He was reburied in Guards Cemetery 

Combles.   

 

Soldiers’ Effects Registers show that George did not leave a Soldier’s Will but a 

gratuity of £14.10s.0d was paid to his father James on 14th October, 1919. 

 

 

 


