
Robert Miles  
Private 24028, 1st Battalion Norfolk Regiment. 
 

According to the 1901 Census, Robert Miles was born in Great Bircham in 1892.  He was 

the only son of James and Mary Miles.  He had two sisters, Maud (born 1890) and Lily 

(born 1893).  The census address is Church Alley, Great Bircham and James Miles was a 

Horseman and Carter.  Each of the children is listed as a School Child. 

 

In 1911 Robert was still living at home with his parents.  His occupation was given as 

Agricultural Labourer.   His sisters were shown on the census return then scored 

through meaning they were not in the family home on the day of the census.  Further 

investigation of 1911 census returns shows that Maud was working as a servant for 

Gilbert and Mary Overman who were farmers at Weasenham St Peter, Swaffham.  Lily 

was working as a General Domestic Servant for Arthur and Ellen Wharton, also 

farmers, in Bircham Tofts. (This family were to lose a son, Sidney Alfred Wharton, on 

the first day of the Battle of the Somme, July 1st, 1916) 

 

Robert enlisted in the 1st Battalion Norfolk Regiment in King’s Lynn.  No exact date is 

available. Information gained from the Norfolk Regimental Museum confirms that 

Private Miles was one of many casualties from an attack on Falfemont Farm on 

September 4th, 1916.  This was part of the Battle of Guillemont in the Somme 

Campaign. (Lance Corporal Sidney Easter, who is also honoured on the Great Bircham 

War Memorial, was killed on September 15th, 1916 in the same area of conflict.) 

 

Private Miles is buried in Flatiron Copse Cemetery, Mametz, Somme, France  Ref. I. I. 8 

Documents from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission archives show that the 

body of Private Miles was exhumed from its original burial place (probably a spot very 

close to where he and others were killed) and reburied in Flatiron Copse Cemetery. 

This process was known as Concentration of Graves (Exhumations and Reburials). 

 

Robert’s Medal Roll shows that he was awarded the Victory and British Medals.  

 

Soldiers’ Effects Registers show that a payment of £3,2s.7d was made on December 

14th, 1917 and a Gratuity Payment of £3.0s.0d was paid on September 18th, 1919. 


