
16011 The Chair wished everyone best wishes for the New Year and welcomed County Cllr Michael Chenery to 
the meeting.
The Clerk had received apologies from Cllr J Cuthell and Cllr D Howell. Their apologies were accepted.

16012 New Councillor Sylvia Langfield signed the declaration of acceptance of office and returned the registration 
of interests form. Cllr S Langfield was welcomed to the Parish Council. 

16013 Darren French declared an interest in the planning item 15/02057.

16014 The minutes of the 25th November 2015, proposed by Cllr M Sargent,  Seconded by Cllr M Carter were 
unanimously agreed.

16015 County Councillor M Chenery introduced himself and explained the vote and closure of Docking recycling 
centre, and the Fire Station at Heacham for which he had greater optimism. The final budget meeting would 
take place in February when it would become clear whether the Docking Recycling Centre would gain a 
reprieve.

16016 The Clerk’s Report 
The Clerk presented an update of the insurance for the War memorial in which Aviva had put the claim 
from the driver’s insurance in the hands of DWF solicitors to seek reclamation of funds.
Councillors were reminded to let the Clerk have any information for the Highway Rangers;  Rangers only 
deal  with items brought to their  attention.  A volunteer had come forward offering to help with Speed 
watch.  The Clerk was continuing to follow up information in relation to the field adjacent to the CITB 
recreation ground.  

16017 Planning Applications
15/02026/FM Poultry Farm Sedgeford.
The Parish Council proposed that an objection be sent to the Borough Council in relation to the Poultry 
Units  at  Sedgeford.   Comments  were  that  it  is  potentially  dangerous to  health,  a  potential  increase  in 
transport through the village and the smell, at times when the wind is in the direction of Bircham.  There 
was support from Henry Bellingham MP and Lord Melchett who had provided a lot of useful information.
An objection to the planning application was proposed by Cllr C Morley, seconded by Cllr M Sargent.  
Items  All agreed.
15/02057/0  Outline Planning, Rose Cottage, 75 Docking Rd Gt Bircham. 
The Parish Council approved this outline planning application.

16018 Submission for the Grant - Play Equipment
Cllr B Mele provided some advice for the swings and replacing part of the equipment. It will be necessary 
to contact the suppliers of swing equipment to discuss replacing the swings.  Cllr M Carter informed the 
Council that the deadline is 1st April 2016.  It was agreed that the submission would be returned to the 
Parish Council and Clerk for authorisation and posting.

16019 Borough Council Site Allocations inspector’s meeting
Cllr M Sargent attended and reported that Mr K Ives and Mr F Rothwell had also attended and offered their 
comments.  The Borough Council preference was still for Birch 1.  The Government Inspector has not yet 
made a decision re the Parish Council proposals and their objections to the Birch 1 proposal.
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160110 To present the plans for the Cricket Pavilion
This was deferred to the next meeting as Cllr D Howell was unable to attend.

160111 Finance
i  Current statement of Accounts were presented.
   It was resolved to agree the accounts.

ii To present an update of the 2016/7 Budget 
      It was proposed by Cllr B Hutchinson and seconded by Cllr C Morley that £500 be set aside for the     
      potential Bus service.  This was unanimously agreed.
     The amended budget including £500 for the potential Bus service was agreed following   
      discussion.  It was agreed to review the ongoing maintenance of the pond and to take any additional  
      funds for the pond from reserves.

   iii To set the precept 2016/17 including the grant of £290
        It was resolved to agree the precept of £10420.  Proposed by Cllr B Hutchinson, Seconded by Cllr M  
        Sargent. This was unanimously agreed.   

    iv To agree the payments for January 2016.
          a)  Mazars  £120
          b)  Bircham Social Club  £30
          c)   Clerk’s salary for December 2015  £144
          d)   Aviva additional insurance already paid  £25.
It was resolved to agree the above payments.  This was proposed by Cllr M Carter, seconded by Cllr M 
Sargent.  All agreed.        

160112 Correspondence
Clerks & Councils Direct.
Mr G Simmons/ Mr Lefever emails were brought to the attention of the Parish Council.
Aviva Solicitors were now pursuing the insurance company of the car owner re the War memorial for the 
Cost and the £250 excess due to the Parish Council.
Borough Monitoring Officer had returned three forms re registration of interests.
Norfolk Community Action grant information
The Clerk asked that the date for March 16th be changed to 23rd March.  
No objections were raised.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm

Signed  ……………………………………  Chair Cllr G Daniels   23 March 2016




