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BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 15 MARCH 2017  

Bircham Social Club at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:   G Daniels (Chairman), M Sargent (Vice-Chairman) J Cuthell, C Morley,   

              D French, D Howell, M Carter, B Mele, S Langfield  

IN ATTENDANCE:  P Sewell (Clerk) and 4 Parishioners  

 
17.026 WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
The Chairman welcomed councillors and parishioners to the meeting. 
 
17.027 TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND REASONS FOR ABSENCE 
The Council received apologies from Cllr Hutchings.   
Cllr Wright-Thompson was not present. 
 
17.028 TO RECEIVE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
No interests were declared. 
 
17.029 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
▪ Cllr Howell proposed: Council to approve the minutes of 1 February 2017 – Resolved 
 
17.030 MATTERS ARISING  
Church Lane: The Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent to Mr Brun, but there had been 

no reply, although the hay had been moved from the verge.  

▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to raise the matter with Sandringham Estate - Resolved   

Untilled Field: The Clerk confirmed that she had raised the issue with the Council case officer 

and was awaiting a response once the officer has retrieved the files.  

 
17.031 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION RELATING TO THIS AGENDA 
Street Light: A street light in Windmill Hill was reported as faulty. 

Post Office: The Council was asked about provision of post office services.  The Clerk stated   

the village shop had declined to offer these services so would not be an option, but she had 

recently asked Royal Mail to investigate possible outreach or mobile services such as those 

offered at Syderstone.  

School: The Council was asked if there was anything further to report about the School after 

the last meeting.  The Clerk confirmed that as had been reported the Church had transferred 

responsibility for the building to the County Council.  The response from the County Council 

was that it was still considering the options.  Some concern was expressed that the village 

should be more involved in those considerations as a commitment had been given during the 

consultation period.   The Chairman said it was important to be realistic as to how long a 

project may take to set up and how much the village could expect to be involved in that 

process.    

▪ Cllr Carter proposed: Council to write to the County Councillor to ask if options put 

      forward by the Village had been explored - Resolved 
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17.032 REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR AND BOROUGH COUNCILLOR 
There were no reports submitted. 
 
17.033 PLANNING APPLICATION      
The Chairman reported that there were no applications, and no decision yet on Birch 1. 

Long Meadow: The Chairman stated that planning permission ran out on 17 May, the Clerk 

had confirmed with the planning officer that the developers were aware of the deadline and 

to date no further application nor any submissions to comply with conditions had been 

received.  Cllr Sargent mentioned that a large branch had broken off from the boundary hedge 

in the storm and was sticking out into the road. The Clerk would inform Highways.   

 
17.034 FINANCE   
Authorisation of Payments:  

 
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council to Authorise payments as listed - Resolved  

Diane Malley (PAYE services): The Council noted that Diane Malley had provided the Council 

with satisfactory PAYE calculation services for many years.  The new contract amounted to 

£81.00 per annum, the cost would remain fixed for 5 years. 

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: Council approve contract with Diane Malley for PAYE services for 

£81.00 per annum - Resolved 

General Maintenance: The Council noted Mr Page’s quote for Parish Maintenance Services 
for 2017-18 remained at £340.00 per annum 
▪ Cllr Sargent proposed: Council approve Mr M Page’s quote for Parish Maintenance 

Services for 2017-18 at £340.00 per annum - Resolved 
EON Street Lighting: The Council noted that there would be an increase from 1 April 2017. 
The Clerk had enquired about a fixed rate contract, but the Council did not enough use power 
for a fixed contract to be offered. It was anticipated that the annual bill would increase by 
around £52.00 per annum.  
 
17.035 BIRCHAM PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE UPDATE 
The Clerk reported that she had not been provided with the password to access the website.  

The Council still had 4 hours of support in hand from Mr Jackman. The Chairman suggested 

that the Clerk and Cllr Langfield should work together to move the project on.   

▪ Cllr Carter proposed: Council make a fresh start with a new website - Resolved 

Cllr Morley stated that the Council should register the Council’s concern with the former Clerk. 

 

17.036 COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE LEVY SCHEME (CIL): REPORT 

The Clerk referred councillors to the emailed copy of KL&WNBC’s Scheme. The CIL could be a 

source of income in the future for the Council as all new builds, residential and commercial 

bar certain exceptions would be charged. The Council would then be paid 15% of the fee to 

Mrs Sewell Clerk Salary February 175.00                  100810

Bircham Social Club Room Hire Feb & March Mtg 40.00                    100811

KL&WN BC Dog Bins Disposal Charge 81.12                    100812

R Foster Pond Maintenance 2016-17 75.00                    100813

EON Streetlighting January 44.71                    DD

EON Streetlighting February 49.50                    DD
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use for infrastructure projects.  The CIL would have to be accounted for separately and an 

annual report submitted to KL&WN BC. 

17.037 UK POWER NETWORKS – VULNERABLE PERSONS SCHEME 
The Chairman reported that Councils had been approached by UK Power Networks; 

responsible for the electricity infrastructure, to ask for help to identify vulnerable users in the 

case of a power cut. Councillors suggested ideas which included raising awareness through 

the Newsletter and/or visiting the coffee morning to hand out leaflets.  

17.038 DOG CONTROL ORDERS 

The Council noted the new public space order created by the Borough Council which made it 

an offence to let dogs foul in a public place.   The Council discussed the dog management at 

the recreation ground, no changes were proposed to the “Dogs on Leads” policy, but the Clerk 

would review the current signage. 

17.039 A NATION’S TRIBUTE – 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WW1  

The Council discussed suggestions on how to mark the Anniversary in 2018. Ideas included: 

Memorial Photobook – If there were sufficient information and photographs available. 

Poppy Afternoon Tea – A summer event on the recreation ground, making use of the new 

cricket pavilion, if built and to include a model aircraft flypast if possible. 

Church Service and Beacon Lighting – A special WW1 service on 11.11.2018 and possible 

beacon lighting. 

It was also suggested that something might be done at the French Fair, which led to Cllr Howell 

to express concerns about the volume of cars at the last French Fair had affected access to 

the recreation ground.  Cllr Sargent said he would mention both points at the next French Fair 

meeting.    

▪ Cllr Morley proposed: The Council should investigate having the War Memorial listed - 

Resolved  

 
17.040 CORRESPONDENCE 

The Council noted the following:  

Norfolk ALC Services: The Chief Executive Helen Ollet-Nash had resigned. Suffolk ALC would 

cover the work until the new Officer had been appointed.  

Norfolk Community Foundation Newsletter: Councillors confirmed that they would like to 

receive copies of the Newsletter. 

Clerks and Councils Magazine: Recent copies of the Magazine were available for Councillors. 

SNAP meeting on 21 March in Hunstanton: There was no requirement to attend unless they 

wished to go, otherwise apologies would be sent. 

 
The meeting closed at 8.55pm.  The next meeting would be the Annual Parish Council 
meeting on Wednesday 3 May at 7.30pm. 
Cllr Cuthell submitted her apologies for the May meeting. 
 
 

 
Signed…………………………………………  Dated……………………………. 


